The WEAVERS NEWS
Striving for success, focusing on learning

Dear families and students of Weavers Academy
Another year is coming to a close. It seems to have passed so quickly! Looking back, all
of us at the school continue to be very proud of the many successes of the students.
The school’s mission - ‘striving for success (by) focusing on learning’ – has been amply
shown by the young people in the creativity and hardiness that they have displayed in
meeting new curriculum demands so positively.
Staff have been trialing a range of new teaching strategies throughout the year and we
hope that you enjoy the examples of student work in the following progress.
Students have seized opportunities to be involved in every aspect of school life and it
was wonderful to see students in Year 10 take the lead in initiating and implementing
their ideas for a “Charity Festival” to be held on the penultimate day of term.
I would like to take this opportunity of thanking you all for your continued support. We
wish you all a wonderful summer break and look forward to seeing the students again
on Wednesday 4 September 2019 at the usual time of 8.40am.
Ms Swaida
Principal

Summer 2019

AUTUMN TERM DATES
Scvh

School closes to
students
Wednesday 24 July
2019
School Re-opens
Wednesday 4
September 2019
School closes to
Students
Friday 25 October 2019
School Re-Opens
Monday 4 November

TOP 5 TIPS FOR LEARNING!

2019
School Closes to
students



Come to each lesson with the right attitude! That counts for so much!



Lay out the learning objective and date in line with the expectations about the
presentation of your work. Take pride in your books.



Complete the “Do Now” activity straight away—it’s designed to help you to activate the prior knowledge that you’ve learned before. It will help you to “Think
hard”. It’s an important part of the lesson.

AUTUMN KEY DATES



Actively listen to explanations—these set the scene for what you are going to be
asked to do next.

Yr 7 Meet the Tutor



Use the success criteria to include, make or focus on specific aspects of the topic/
skill to demonstrate your learning in each lesson.



Enact teachers’ guidance on how to improve your work to the next level.

Friday 20 December
2019

Thursday 26 September 2019
Yr 6 Open Evening
Thursday 3 October
2019
Parent Partnership

M Wallace
Vice Principal

Meeting
Monday 7 October 2019

ENGLISH NEWS
Creative Education Trust’s – “The Write-Off” Grand Final!
I had the great honour of joining two year 8 students K Barry and G Burton on the 4th July 2019, for the
final of our annual CET writing competition; “The Write-Off” Both students earned their place by winning a
500 word short story contest which involved Year 8 students across all CET secondary schools.
The final event consisted of an exciting day in London; where winners from 11 schools were tasked with
writing an original screenplay with the help of a professional screenwriter, Harry Oulton. In addition to a
writing masterclass, students were treated to a private film screening and popcorn while the judges deliberated on the results. Despite our best attempts and brilliant ideas – our screenplay was pipped to the
post by another team—but we still left feeling proud, inspired and ready to take on the challenge again
next year!
Miss C Sebastian
English Teacher—KS3

MATHS NEWS
Students have been focusing in lessons on language and identification of command words in problem
solving questions. We have been discussing words like evaluate, solve, find and explain.
There has also been a focus on the presentation of solutions for ‘big mark’ questions. This will enable students to gain every mark possible in these problems. Our students need to spend time practising this type
of question and so we have been working through exam style questions to develop these skills early on.
Miss S Birkby
Assistant Principal—Maths

SCIENCE NEWS
As Miss Morson would say, “skills, skills, skills”; this has been our focus in science this term. Science skills
are the investigative tools we need to make sense of the world around us.
Here you can see some work by C. Reid where she is using a “skills strip” to investigate the best biscuit to
dunk into a cup of tea (our vote is for a rich tea!).
Mrs Ferguson has also been trying out something new too. Have you received one of her science learning
postcards? This is a chance for parents to feedback to the teacher regarding homework so that we can
strive for success and focus on learning together. Here you can see an example which really helps the
teacher to identify next steps ahead of an assessment.
Mrs McRae-Smith
Assistant Principal—Science

SCIENCE LEARNING POSTCARD

HUMANITIES NEWS
Year 10 geographers have just completed their geography field work in Hunstanton. They were working on
their physical geography field work from the beach—evaluating coastal management. The students also
went into the town to investigate the impact of tourism of the town. They were able to develop their map
skills and complete detailed analysis on the town in their fieldwork booklets. As always they were incredibly
focused on their learning. It was a thoroughly enriching experience for the students, who had the opportunity
to deepen their geographical understanding through real world research. There was even time left for chips
and ice cream!
The new KS3 History curriculum which was launched this year has continued to drive up standards in the
quality of students’ written work. Through starting every lesson by recapping prior-learning, reading challenging texts and engaging in guided and independent practice every lesson the quality of students’ writing
is going from strength to strength. As can be seen in the excerpt from Priya, a Year 9 student, who completed this essay after studying the consequences of the First World War.

POST-16 NEWS
In post-16 we have entered into the CET “Creative Education Prize” which focussed on the issues that
young people face. The area our entries focussed on was male mental health and homelessness. Each
group completed the project in their own time and presented it to a board of judges, where we were commended on the video we had started to produce for the mental health awareness project.
Over the year we have supported year 13s with their university applications. The focus has been on the
teaching and learning of the students to raise aspirations for future attainment. The hard work by staff and
students has meant that 94% of students have applied and all have offers for university courses. This include offers from Cambridge, Oxford and many other Russell Group universities. A few students have been
offered unconditional places. We look forward to results day to celebrate with them and we wish them well
with their future endeavours.
The year 12s have been working hard on their EPQ to complete it before September to ensure the can focus
their academic subjects in year 13. Many have chosen inspiring topics.
The Year 11s enjoyed 3 days of induction in the last 2 months which included many lessons where students
experienced real sixth form life with lessons and study sessions and a mini research project on politics. The
induction also included a trip to Bedford University where they could examine different university courses to
ensure their options at post-16 were the right ones for their future pathways. The year 12 also joined the
visit to formulate their choices ready for October.
The year 12s have spent time on various work experience placements throughout the year, over a third of
the students have managed to secure places at a number of university summer schools to experience university life and study subjects which will support them in their future career pathways.
Thanks to both leadership teams for their work throughout the year, organising events and student activities
to support the school. We look forward to next year and to becoming increasingly integrated with the rest of
the school.
Mrs C Sexsmith
Assistant Principal—6th

EXAM RESULTS DAYS
Please see exam results collection information below for Year 13 students.
Results can be collected on Thursday 15 August 9.30am - 12.00, from S14
(Sixth Form common room).

YEAR 11 PROM
The last Friday in June saw our Year 11 students suited, booted and “dressed up to the nines” for their Year
11 Prom at the Hilton Hotel in Northampton. The evening was a wonderful celebration of their time here at
Weavers and it really was a privilege to spend the evening with such a mature, caring and determined group
of young adults. Arrivals were impressive – from a helicopter to a Hummer, a Ferrari to a classic VW camper van. The conduct of all students was exemplary and staff at the hotel commented that Weavers students
were “the best behaved and most fun-loving student prom we can remember” – a very proud evening for
everyone involved! We now look forward to celebrating with Year 11 again when they collect their exam results on Thursday 22nd August.

GCSE RESULTS

EXAM RESULTS DAYS
YEAR 11
Results can be collected on Thursday 22 August 9.30am-12.00 from the Main
Hall.

A REVIEW OF THE YEAR: YEAR 7
As the year comes to a close it is clear to see just how much our year 7 students have grown since they arrived in September. Students’ confidence has developed from their first few weeks and they have now got
to know the academy and the standards expected. They have developed friendship groups stepping away
from those they had formed at primary school and demonstrating an increasing level of maturity and individuality. They have learned new skills and increased their knowledge and understanding across a range of
subject areas, some of which they had not studied before.
Outside of their academic progress the year has been a busy one. Year 7 have participated in our “CET
Launch Days” programme, a “world of work” day and experienced their first secondary school sports
day. All of these they have approached with a positive and enthusiastic attitude. Students have embraced
the opportunity to get involved in the variety of tutor, year and whole school competitions ranging from individual book reviews and two sentence stories to the first school “spelling bee” and “online safety” competition. Individuals have demonstrated confidence in speaking at year 6 transition evening in front of hundreds
of new students and their parents, sharing their own experiences throughout their first year at Weavers
Academy.
It has been a real privilege to be a part of the year 7 journey this year and Mr Alexis and myself are excited
to see what next year holds for the students!
Mrs Feeley
Raising Standards Leader: Year 7

LIBRARY NEWS
Year 7 reading sessions in the library are now buzzing with
the new challenges that the Accelerated Reader programme
brings; the glory of the Millionaire’s Club awaits, sadly only in
word count not sterling! There have been some unmissable
library events recently such as Andrew Graves Performance
Poetry Morning, Harry Potter Evening and Black History
Studies, celebrated later in the day on the library catwalk,
with staff and students modelling original African
clothes. On World Book Day the library turned into The
Book Restaurant, where starters, main courses and desserts
were all tempting literary dishes which were reviewed by the
diners, sated by fine wines, oops, I mean words, and an After Eight mint! More recently our gifted and talented readers
involved in judging the 8 shortlisted Carnegie Prize novels,
met at the public library, linking with three other local schools
for an afternoon of educational fun. Vive la bibliotheque!’

UNIFORM UPDATE
Thank you for everyone’s support in the ordering of the new uniform items.
Uniform collection- Uniform will be available on Friday 16 August, Monday 19 and Tuesday 20 August, Friday 23 August and Tuesday 27 to Friday 30 August. The school will be open between 8.00am and 2pm to
collect uniform from reception.
Changing sizes- If you need to change the size of an item of school uniform, please contact the school on
01933 222830 so we can arrange an exchange.

ATTENDANCE AND BEHAVIOUR
Students at Weavers Academy enjoy coming to school.
Receiving a good education will help to give your child the best possible start in life. Students develop good
habits by going to school every day – habits that are necessary to succeed beyond school.
Students learn new skills at school every day – missing school means that they can fall behind. We all want
the young people to get a great education, and the building blocks for a great education begin with students
coming to school every day on time.
We have many incentives in place to recognise and reward students that have excellent attendance, which
range from academic rewards, monthly class and year group rewards and also termly rewards.
Punctuality: students who are regular attenders succeed at school. Registration begins at 8.40am so students should be at school by 8.30am to meet friends and to get to their tutor group in plenty of time. Please
support your child to be punctual. We much appreciate your support.
Absences: If students are absent from school due to illness or other unavoidable circumstances, parents are
required to telephone the school’s absence phone line on 01933 222830 on the morning of the absence and
include the child’s full name, the date that they are absent and the reason for their absence. Parents/
students may be required to provide a medical certificate to explain an absence which exceeds three consecutive days.
It’s never too late to improve attendance!
We would like to celebrate the achievements of all those students with 100% attendance and outstanding
behaviour and attitudes to learning. Well done to:S Bolwell

J Lindsay

C Carter

L Watts

C Dunkling

W White

S Fenn

J Wilkinson

L Gielo

K Young

A Joseph

P Kumar Khosla

CELEBRATING SPORTING SUCCESS
The BTEC sports group in year 10 went away for the weekend on the 7th to the 9th June to the Brecon
Beacons in Wales. They were focusing on their practical unit and over the weekend took part in
kayaking and climbing as well as learning the theory behind the 2 sports. They took part in 3 days that
were physically and mentally challenging. We were extremely lucky with the weather and were able to
enjoy the beautiful countryside that surrounded us whilst we were there. They were a credit to Weavers
Academy throughout the weekend and a great time was had by all!
The 10th of July saw 40 year 8 students and 9 year 10 leaders head across the town to Wrenn School to
take part in the CET Day of Sport. Now hosting 11 schools in the Trust the competition was high! We
received an inspirational talk from Liz Cann the GB badminton player and medallist, who talked to us all
about the importance of resilience and seeing challenge in the face of failure.
A big well done to T Musavengana who placed first in discus against the other 11 schools! A massive
well done should also go out to the year 10 leaders who were amazing all day. The very next day we
had our own sports day at Weavers Academy and we had a new format. Each year group had one lesson dedicated to participating in competitive sports which included; girls football, boys football, basketball, dodgeball, benchball, triathlon and rounders. The last period of the afternoon saw the whole school
out on the field supporting pupils as they finished the day with the sprints and relays. We had an overwhelming participation rate this year with 70% of the school taking part in some way..this is amazing
and we hope it continues into the future. It was agreed by all that this year’s sports day created a positive buzz around the building and long may this continue on days of competition. A big thank you and
special mention to the year 10’s that helped the PE department lead the day taking on officiating roles,
timekeeping and scoring, you were a huge help to us! The day finished in high spirits and the cup ribbons remain red this year as DRAGON came in 1st.

ONLINE SAFETY COMPETITION: RUNNER UP
YEAR 7

ONLINE SAFETY COMPETITION: RUNNER UP
YEAR 8

ONLINE SAFETY COMPETITION: RUNNER UP
YEAR 9

ONLINE SAFETY COMPETITION: OVERALL
WINNER

