
 

 

 
 
 

November 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer  

Firstly, thank you for your support this year so far in these challenging times. We really 
do appreciate it as school staff. 

Following the first lockdown in March, we have continued to look for ways to ensure 
that all students are able to access their learning. To support students further with this 
most important priority, I am excited to inform you about our new Chromebook loan 
system. This new initiative will ensure that students have excellent access to ICT for 
the rest of this academic year whether they are learning at home or on-site.  

A Chromebook is a laptop that runs the Google Chrome operating system. More details 
can be found here: https://www.google.com/chromebook/ .  

With the use of the Chromebook all students can have access to multiple resources.  

These resources are provided on Microsoft Teams, the online learning apps and 
programmes that the school has developed to support online learning. Students will be 
able to make the most of using IT equipment for research, intervention and revision 
online as well as for completing homework and coursework.  

This new initiative also supports the school’s COVID-19 risk assessment in providing 
individual students with the sole use of a device.  

The ‘Chromebooks’ will be issued to the students before Christmas.  

Details of the scheme are outlined below: 

There is a small charge to parents/carers for a Chromebook – a £50 lease fee that 
covers the loan for the remainder of the academic year. Methods of payment are 
detailed below. 

Students will be issued with a Chromebook, charger and protective case. 

The students will take the Chromebook home each day to use as well as in school. The 
school remains the owner of the Chromebook.   

At the end of the lease period (when the student leaves school in June 2021), the 
Chromebook, charger and case will need to be returned to the school in full working 
order. In July 2021, when the device is returned to the school in good condition we will 
return £20 of the lease fee. 

 

https://www.google.com/chromebook/
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The devices are set up so that the school filtering system is active (in school and at 
home), and so that the school will be alerted to misappropriate use. I attach the 
schools acceptable use policy so that you can review the expectations.  

We really hope you are as excited as we are at being able to provide this opportunity.   

If you would like to take this opportunity up for your child, please fill in the forms that 
are on our website (www.weaversacademy.org.uk/home/parents/year-11-it-loan) and 
return to school via email to enquiries@weaversacademy.org.uk and complete the 
Parent Pay options, we will then arrange for the loan equipment to be made available 
to you as soon as possible. 

The first deadline for a response is 13 November 2020. 

If you have any questions or queries but do not hesitate to contact me via email 
Claire.sexsmith@weaversacademy.org.uk 

Methods of Payment  

The preferred method of payment is via the school online Parent Pay service. If you 
wish to pay via Parent Pay, then please return the completed Chromebook agreement 
form and we will then add the item to your Parent Pay account.  

We would like you to pay the full amount; however, you can pay in instalments of £10 a 
month starting in November, or £25 before Christmas and £25 in February.  Failure to 
complete the payments will mean the laptop will be removed and/or you may be 
charged for the full cost of a replacement machine.  If you would like to use the scheme 
and will struggle to pay, please contact the school so we can discuss options. 

If you require access to Parent Pay, please contact the school and we can send the 
details out to you.  

Chromebooks will only be issued once the lease fee payment and the completed 
attached Chromebook agreement form has been received (distribution will commence 
from the beginning of the new school year). 

FAQ 

When will the students use them? The students will use their Chromebooks during 
lessons where the teacher has requested them to, they are also used for a majority of 
home learning tasks. Students will be expected to bring them their fully charged 
Chromebook to every lesson, just as they should bring their stationery for learning. The 
Chromebook can last up to 12 hours between charges – students will not be able to 
charge the Chromebook in school and should not bring the charger to school with 
them.  

Can I connect the Chromebook to the internet at home? Wireless internet access 
at home is required in order to access the internet on the Chromebook. If you do not 
have wireless internet access at home, many of the Chromebook Apps will still work, 

http://www.weaversacademy.org.uk/home/parents/year-11-it-loan
mailto:enquiries@weaversacademy.org.uk
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however email and browsing the internet will not work until the Chromebook is 
reconnected to a wireless network with internet access.  

 

What happens if the Chromebook is damaged? These machines are owned by the 
school, so will be repaired by us. There is a standard charge of £35 for all significant 
Chromebook repairs (damaged screen or keyboard etc.). Payment for the repair must 
be received before any remedial work is carried out.  

Whilst the Chromebook is being repaired the student can collect a loan Chromebook 
from ICT Services at the start of each day and should return it at the end of the day.  If 
it is not returned each day, the Chromebook will be retrieved and the student will then 
have to work without a Chromebook until their repair is completed.  

What happens if the Chromebook is lost or stolen? If a Chromebook is lost or stolen, it 
is important that it is reported to ICT Services as soon as possible and they will disable 
the Chromebook so it can no longer be used. In the case of a theft, this should be 
reported to the police and an incident number obtained.  

A new device will be issued once an investigation has taken place and a further lease 
fee of £75 will need to be paid before the replacement Chromebook is issued. For any 
subsequent loss or theft, the cost of a replacement will be £150.  

I have paid and sent the signed form back, when will my child receive their 
Chromebook? We will start to issue the Chromebooks to the students before 
Christmas and we hope to have them all issued by 7 December. If your child has not 
received their Chromebook after this date, please contact ICT Services at the school. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs C Sexsmith 

Assistant Principal: Sixth Form 
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Pupil Acceptable Use Policy (KS3/4/5) 
 
 
Safe 

• I will make sure that my internet use is safe and legal and I am aware that 
online actions have offline consequences. 

• I know that my use of school computers, devices and internet access will 
be monitored to protect me and ensure I comply with the school’s 
acceptable use policy. 

• I know that people online aren’t always who they say they are and that I 
must always talk to an adult before meeting any online contacts. 

 
Private 

• I know I must always check my privacy settings are safe and private. 

• I will think before I share personal information and/or seek advice from an 
adult. 

• I will keep my password safe and private as my privacy, school work and 
safety must be protected. 

 
Responsible 

• I will not access or change other people files, accounts or information. 

• I will only upload appropriate pictures or videos of others online and when I 
have permission. 

• I will only use my personal device/mobile phone in school if I have 
permission from a teacher. 

• I know I must respect the school’s systems and equipment and if I cannot 
be responsible then I will lose the right to use them. 

• I understand that any device that has been provided to me by the school is 
for my use only. 

• I know that school computers and internet access has been provided to 
help me with my learning and that other use of technology may not be 
allowed. If I’m not sure if something is allowed then I will ask a member of 
staff. 

• I will write emails and online messages carefully and politely; as I know 
they could be forwarded or seen by someone I did not intend. 

• I will not install or attempt to install or store programmes of any type on any 
school device, nor will I try to alter computer settings. 
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• I know that use of the school’s ICT system for personal financial gain, 
gambling, political purposes or advertising is not allowed. 

• I understand that the school’s internet filter is there to protect me, and I will 
not try to bypass it. 

• I know that if the school suspect that I am behaving inappropriately with 
technology, then enhanced monitoring and procedures may be used, such 
as checking and/or confiscating personal technologies such as mobile 
phones and other devices. 

 
Kind 

• I know that bullying in any form (on and off-line) is not tolerated and I know 
that technology should not be used for harassment. 

• I will not upload or add any images, video, sounds or text that could upset, 
threaten the safety of or offend any member of the school community I will 
always think before I post as once I upload text, photos or videos they can 
become public and impossible to delete. 

• I will not use technology to be unkind to people. 
 
Legal 

• I know it can be a criminal offence to hack accounts or systems or send 
threatening and offensive messages. 

• I will respect other people’s information and copyright by giving a reference 
and asking permission before using images or text from online sources. 

• I understand that it may be a criminal offence or breach of the school policy 
to download or share inappropriate pictures, videos or other material 
online. 

 
Reliable 

• I will always check that any information I use online is reliable and 
accurate. 

• I know that people I meet online may not be who they say they are. If 
someone online suggests meeting up then I will immediately talk to an 
adult and will always arrange to meet in a public place, with a trusted adult 
present. 

 
Report 

• If I am aware of anyone trying to misuse technology then I will report it to a 
member of staff. 

• I will speak to an adult I trust if something happens to either myself or 
another pupil which makes me feel worried, scared or uncomfortable. 

• I know that I can visit www.thinkuknow.co.uk, www.childnet.com and 
www.childline.org.uk to find out more about keeping safe online. 

 
 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.childnet.com/
http://www.childline.org.uk/

