
   
 

CET Curriculum Development 
 

STEP 1 – Exam Board Alignment 

Use the space below to explain the rationale behind the exam board chosen. Refer to how this selection will provide CET pupils 

with the best opportunities for success. 

Exam board rationale: 

Edexcel provides a flexible and broad range of British and Worldwide topics that inspire students to learn and teachers want 
to teach. The specification is designed to help students become confident and successful historians through a programme of 
historical enquiry and discovery - promoting a life-long love of History. The broad range of topics on offer are identified as 
being the most useful for fostering concepts that underpin the study of History coupled with substantive knowledge relevant 
for preparing students for living in contemporary British Society.  The European and Wider world depth studies provide a 
further opportunity for students to develop a greater appreciation of worldviews, cultural diversity and the relative 
importance of history in the big issues of the present day and in constructing a cohesive future society.  Through the prism of 
History students will develop a range of transferable communication skills, beneficial to other areas of study and future 
learning pathways.  Exam assessments provide students with the opportunity to demonstrate knowledge and skills that allow 
achievement and attainment at the highest level, whilst promoting progression to the next level of study. Accessible question 
stems, knowledge prompts and question choice ensure access, stretch and challenge for students of all abilities to promote 
the best student outcomes. There are a vast range of resources, designed to support teachers and develop student's depth of 
powerful knowledge. These include the development of social media platforms, foundation textbooks and free access to both 
a results analysis tool and student exam scripts. 
 

 

STEP 2 – Core Course Themes/Threads/Topics 

Pupils must be experts in these core themes of study (assign each a colour for mapping): 

Substantive Concepts Disciplinary Concepts 

Political Change and continuity 

Economic Chronological framework 

Religious Cause and Consequence 

Military Significance 

Social Sources Analysis 

Cultural Interpretation Analysis 

Diversity 

World • Empire and legacy 

• Colonialism 

• Slavery 

• Genocide  

• Conflicts 

• Britain’s role in world 

European • Holocaust 

• Rise of extremism  

• Changing power of Church 

• Britain’s links with continent 

National • Development of Democracy 

• Changing religious landscape 

• Growth of Industry 

• Rights and responsibilities 

• Developments in Law and Order 

• Development of Public Health 

Local • Role of locality in national developments 

 

 

 



   
 

STEP 3 – Assessment  

Map out what will be assessed in each of the assessment windows. 

 

YEAR ASSESSMENT 
POINT 

WINDOW CORE TOPICS 

11 

1 Autumn 2 (Mocks) Paper 2 – British Depth Study 

2 Spring 2 (Mocks) Paper 2 – Period Study 

Terminal examinations 

10 1 Autumn 2 Paper 3 - Modern Depth Study  

 2 Summer 2 (Mocks) Paper 1 - Thematic study and the historic environment 

9 1 Spring 1 Second World War and its impact and Modern World 

 
2 Summer 2 Challenges facing Britain, Europe and the wider world at the turn of the 

century 

8 1 Autumn 2 Stuart England and Revolution 

 2 Summer 1 Industrial Britain and British Empire and Slavery 

7 1 Spring 1 Norman Conquest 

 2 Summer 1 Medieval Britain 



 

   
 

STEP 4 – Theme Mapping 

What are the aims of specific stages of the curriculum? 

Year 7: By the end of the Year 7 students will have knowledge which extends their chronological understanding before 1066 and a sense of the Medieval period and Tudor 

England, including a sense of how Britain influenced and was influenced by the wider world and the developments in church, state and society. This will include 

understanding of the political, economic, military, religious, cultural and social nature of the period. Furthermore, students should be able to make inferences from historical 

sources, identify the arguments made in interpretations of the past and construct their own narrative accounts around disciplinary concepts.  

Year 8: By the end of the Year 8 students will have a sense of the Medieval and Early Modern periods, including the development of church, state and society in these period, 

and the Industrial period, including developments in ideas, political power, industry and empire. Students will also have a sense of how Britain influenced and was influenced 

by the wider world and the political, economic, military, religious, cultural and social nature of the period. Furthermore, students should be able to analyse the usefulness of 

historical sources, explain why interpretations of the past may differ and construct explanations and narrative accounts around disciplinary concepts.  

Year 9: By the end of the Year 9 students will have a sense of the Medieval, Early modern, Industrial and Modern periods, including the challenges which faced Modern 

Britain, Europe and the wider world. Students will also understand the political, economic, military, religious, cultural and social nature of the period. Furthermore, students 

should be able to analyse the usefulness of historical sources’ content and provenance, make a judgement about interpretations of the past and construct their own 

analytical and narrative accounts around disciplinary concepts.  

Year 10: By the end of the year 10 students will have completed a Modern Depth Study and a Thematic Study.  Through the Modern Depth Study, they will learn the 

complexity of a society or historical situation over a substantial and short time span. They will investigate the interplay of different aspects within it, including social, 

economic, political, cultural and military aspects. They will understand the difference between a source and interpretation and make inferences from historical sources. They 

will demonstrate understanding of a range of reasons why interpretations may differ. They will be able to evaluate given interpretations using their own knowledge of the 

period. Through the Thematic Study they will develop understanding of change and continuity across a long sweep of history, including the most significant characteristics of 

different ages from the medieval to modern periods. They will be able to offer comparisons between different periods of history. They will demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding of similarity and difference, change and continuity, significance and causes or consequences of change. They will also offer analysis and evaluation of source 

material. 

Year 11: By the end of the year 11 students will have completed a Depth Study and a Period Study. Through the Depth Study they will develop understanding of the 

complexity of a society or historical situation including the social, economic, political, religious and military aspects of the time period. They will demonstrate knowledge of 

the key features of the society and will demonstrate understanding of second order concepts - change, continuity, consequence, similarity, difference and significance. 

Through the Period Study, they will understand the unfolding narrative of substantial developments and issues associated within a time period. They will demonstrate 

understanding of consequence and significance. They will be able to offer an analytical narrative – analysing events to find connections that explain the way in which events 

unfolded. 

 



 

   
 

 

Year Autumn  Spring  Summer 

7 Pre-1066 and Norman Conquest 

• Succession Crisis of 1066 
• Viking Invasion 
• Norman Conquest 

Cause and consequence 

Process – chronology 
(National and European History) 

Medieval Britain 1066-1509 

• Medieval kingship 
• Challenges to the power of the King 
• Medieval Life 
• Black Death 

Change and continuity 

Process – source 
(National History)  

Tudor England 

• Tudor Monarchs 
• English Reformation 
• Counter-Reformation 

Significance 

Process – interpretation 
(National and European History) 

8 Stuart England and Revolution 

• Stuart Kings 
• Gun Power Plot 
• A study of one significant 

revolution 
Cause and consequence 

Process – chronology 
(National History) 

Empire and Slavery 

• British Empire 
• Triangular Slave Trade 
• Abolition of slavery 

Significance 

Process – interpretation 
(World History) 

Industrial Britain 1750-1901 

• Industrial Revolution 
• Life in Industrial Britain 
• The right to vote 

Change and continuity 

Process – source 
(National History) 

9  Challenges facing Britain, Europe 

and the wider world at the turn of 

the century 

• First World War 
• Inter-war Years 
• Causes of the Second World 

War 
Cause and consequence 

Process – interpretation 
(World History) 

Second World War and Holocaust 

• Second World War 
• Holocaust  
• Impact of Second World War 

Significance 

(European and World History) 

Modern British and World History 1901-

Present 

• A depth study of one significant 

event in the Twentieth Century 
Process – chronology 
Process – interpretation 
Process – source 
(National and World History) 

10  Paper 3 – Modern Depth Study 

Change and continuity  

Chronological framework 

Cause and consequence  

Significance  

Source Analysis 

Paper 1 – Thematic Study and historic 

environment 

Change and continuity  

Chronological framework 

Cause and consequence  

Significance  

Paper 1 – Thematic Study and historic 

environment 

Change and continuity  

Chronological framework 

Cause and consequence  

Significance  



 

   
 

Interpretation analysis 
(European History) 

Source Analysis 
 

Source Analysis 
(National History) 

 

11  Paper 2 – British Depth Study 

Change and continuity  

Chronological framework 

Cause and consequence  

Significance  

(National History)  
 

Paper 2 – Period Study 

Change and continuity  

Chronological framework 

Cause and consequence  

Significance 
(World History) 

GCSE Exam period 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   
 

 

STEP 5 – Medium Term Planning 

YEAR 7-  

 AUTUMN  SPRING  SUMMER  

By the end of this 
programme of study, 
pupils will… 

Understand the causes and consequences 
of developments in church, state and 
society in Medieval Britain 1066-1509.  

Understand changes and continuities in the power of 
the crown and everyday life in Medieval Britain 
1066-1509. 

Understand the significance of 
developments of church, state and society in 
Early Modern Britain 1485-1603. 

Core Course Topic: 
 

Causes and consequences of the Norman 
Conquest. 

Change and continuity in the power of the crown 
and everyday life in Medieval Britain 1100-1509. 

Significance of events English Reformation 
and counter-reformation 

Powerful Knowledge: 
Knowledge to be reviewed 
and retained for future 
learning 

 

• Sense of Period – Britain pre-1066 
and early Medieval Britain 

• Substantive concepts – Military: 
succession, invasion, battle, 
tactics, warfare 

• Disciplinary concepts – cause and 
consequence. 

• Diversity – Britain's historic links 
with the continent and emergence 
of national story.  

• Pre-1066 Romans or Anglo-Saxons 
- development in Britain (Political, 
economic and social) (Option for a 
local study) 

• 1066 Succession Crisis – 
contenders 

• September 1066  - Viking Invasion 
- Battle of Fulford and Battle of 
Stamford Bridge 

• Norman Conquest - October 1066 
Battle of Hastings 

• Sense of Period - Medieval Britain.  

• Substantive concepts – social, religious, 
cultural, political, economic – monarchy, 
kingship, Church, disease, plague 

• Disciplinary concepts – change and 
continuity. 

• Diversity – Differences in everyday life for 
different groups in society, power of Church  
and global trade connections, rights and 
responsibilities in Medieval Britain, 
developments in public health.  

• Challenges to the Crown – to include a case 
study in one threat: Beckett, King John or 
the Peasants Revolt 

• Medieval Life – Black Death Case Study  

• Causes and beliefs about the Black Death - 
Medieval trade routes, superstitious and 
natural explanation 

• Symptoms of the Black Death  

• Medical practice – cures and treatments for 
the Black Death  

• (Option for a local study) 

• Sense of Period – Tudor England 

• Substantive concepts – social, 
religious, cultural, political, 
economic and military concepts. 

• Disciplinary concept – significance. 

• Diversity - challenges to power of 
Church in Europe, changing religious 
landscape 

• Tudors Monarchs (Henry VII, Henry 
VIII, Edward VI, Mary, Elizabeth)  

• English Reformation (Creation of 
Church of England) 

• Counter-reformation (Catholicism in 
the reign of Mary)  

• (Option for a local study) 

Transferable Skills: 
Skills that link directly to 
exam success 

Constructing narrative accounts around 
cause and consequence. 

Constructing analytical and narrative accounts 
around change and continuity. 

Constructing analytical accounts around 
significance. 



 

   
 

 • Identify causes of the Norman 
Conquest. 

• Describe the Norman Conquest. 

• Explain the causes of the Norman 
Conquest. 

• Analyse the most important cause 
of the Norman Conquest. 

 

• Identify changes and continuities in 
Medieval Britain.  

• Describe the changes and continuities in 
Medieval Britain.  

• Explain the nature of changes and 
continuities in Medieval Britain.  

• Analyse the extent of change in Medieval 
Britain.  

Making inferences from sources in order to make 
historical claims.  

• Identify a feature within the source.  

• Describe the feature in the source. 

• Explain the message of the feature.  

• Identify a reason the reformation 
was significant.  

• Describe events in the reformation.  

• Explain why events were significant.  

• Analyse significance over time.  
Identifying the arguments made in 
interpretations. 

• Identify the difference between an  
interpretation and a source.  

• Describe the content of the 
interpretation.  

• Explain the argument being made in 
the interpretation.  

Common Lexicon: 
 
 

Chronology, Anachronism, Evidence, Factor, 

succession, invasion, battle, tactics 
 

Developments, Turning points, Extent, Trends, Inference, 
Utility, Content, Provenance, Feudalism, Church, 
Monarchy, Religion, Agriculture 

Inference, Message, Judgment, , Church, 
Monarchy, Warfare, Religion, Agriculture, 
Revolution 

Assessment Focus: 
 
 

Assessment Point 1: Exam style paper – 
assessing knowledge of medieval period and 
the construction of causal narratives.  

• Describe two features of… (4) 

• Write a narrative account analysing… 
(Cause, change) (8) 

 

Assessment Point 2: Exam style paper – assessing 
knowledge of medieval period, answering change and 
continuity questions and analysing sources.  

• Describe two features of… (4) 

• Explain one way in which X was similar/different 
from Y (Similarity & Difference) (4) 

Give two things you can infer from source (source 
analysis) (4) 

 

Ambition Curriculum 
Links: 

Cultural Capital 

• Sense of Medieval period - language and imagery associated with this 
Personal Development Opportunities 

• Constructing argument and making inferences from information 

• Site visits and guest speakers 
Citizenship opportunities  

• Emergence of national identity in Saxon and Norman England 

• Develop knowledge of role of local community in national history 
Educational Visit Opportunities 

• Local Medieval Castle visit 

• Tudor Hall (e.g. Wollanton Hall) 



 

   
 

Extension 
Reading/Activities: 
Relevant trips, visits, PSHE 
links, enrichment activities, 
clubs, etc 

 

• Ian Mortimer, Time Travelers Guide to Medieval England 

• E. H. Gombrich, A Little History of the World 

• Terry Deary & Horrible Histories 

• Battle Tactics in 1066 (Hindsight article from September 2019) 

• The Causes of the English Reformation (Hindsight article) 

• Elizabeth Barton (Hindsight article from January 2020) 

• Joana Courtney, The Chosen Queen  

• Tony Bradman, Anglo-Saxon Boy 

• Lucy Worsley, Eliza Rose 

• Castor Harriet – VIII 

• Hearn, Julie – Dance of the dark heart 

• Rees, Celia – Fool’s girl 

• Breslin, Teresa – Spy for the Queen of scots 

• Prentice, Andrew – Black arts 

• Hoffman, Mary – Stravaganza: city of masks 

• Laird, Elizabeth - Crusade 
 

Online Resources: 
GCSEPod, Seneca, MyMaths, 

etc. 

• TV timelines 

• Battlefield Britain 
BBC Teach 

Sequenced From:  
 

 

Sequenced To: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   
 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 8-  

 AUTUMN  SPRING  SUMMER 

By the end of this 
programme of study, 
pupils will… 

Understand the causes and consequences of 
revolutions in Britain, Europe and the wider 
world 1509-1800.  

Understand the significance of developments in 
Industrial Britain, Europe and the wider world 1750-
1901. 

Understand changes and continuities in Industrial 
Britain 1750-1901. 

Core Course Topics: 
 

Causes and consequences of revolutions in 
Britain, Europe and the wider world 1509-
1800. 

Significance of developments in Industrial 
Britain, Europe and the wider world 1750-1901.  

Changes and continuities in Industrial Britain 
1750-1901. 

Powerful Knowledge: 
Knowledge to be reviewed 
and retained for future 
learning 

 

• Sense of period - Early Modern 
Britain and wider chronological 
framework. 

• Substantive concepts – Revolution 

• Disciplinary concepts – cause and 
consequence. 

• Diversity – conflict within nation of 
different groups and trans-national 
nature of revolution. Rights and 
responsibilities.  

• Stuart England – Gun Powder Plot - 
religious conflict and Stuart 
punishments 

• A study of at least on revolution – 
Options: Civil War, Industrial 
Revolution, scientific revolution, 
French American revolution - 
causes, development and 
consequences of revolution. 

• Sense of period - Industrial Britain. 

• Substantive concepts – slavery, empire, 
industrialisation  

• Disciplinary concept – significance. 

• Diversity – Britain's role in shaping 
world history and being shaped by. 
Legacy of Empire, colonialism and 
slavery.  

• Relationship between British Empire 
and Slavery – emergence of slave trade 
(option to include role in growth of 
cities) 

• Triangular slave trade - African slave 
trade, middle passage, plantations, 
slave auctions. 

• Abolition of slavery - role of key 
individuals (e.g. Wilberforce, Clarke and 
Equiano) 

• Growth of British Empire - causes, 
benefits, purpose, evaluation of 
significance 

• Sense of period - Industrial Britain. 

• Substantive concepts – social, 
religious, cultural, political, 
economic and military concepts. 

• Disciplinary concept – change and 
continuity. 

• Diversity – Britain's role in bringing 
about industrial economy. Impact of 
different group in society. 
Emergence of modern political 
rights. Developments in law and 
order or public health.  

• Law & order - Whitechapel case 
study (Jack the Ripper, Development 
of modern policing, Migration or 
Anti-Semitism)  

• Public health - Cholera Case Study 
(John Snow and Epidemiology, 
Bazelgette and Sewers or Chadwick 
and Public Health Acts) 



 

   
 

• (option to examine longer-term impact 
on British society – e.g. commonwealth 
and Windrush)  

• Emergence of franchise 
(Development of voters rights - 
Chartists, Suffragists or Suffragettes)  

• (Option for a local study) 
Transferable Skills: 
Skills that link directly to 
exam success 

 

Constructing an explanation of the causes 
of events.  

• Identify causes of revolutions. 

• Describe the events of a revolution.  

• Explain the causes a revolution. 

• Analyse the most important cause 
of a revolution.  

 

Constructing an explanation of the significance 
of events.  

• Identify a reason the development of 
Empire and Slavery was significant.  

• Describe events in the development of 
Empire and Slavery.  

• Explain why events were significant.  

• Analyse significance over time.  
 
Analysing the usefulness of sources to making 
historical claims.  

• Identify a reason sources are useful.  

• Describe the content of sources.  

• Explain why they are useful based on 
content.  

• Analyse the limitation of source utility 
including both content and provenance.  

Constructing analytical accounts around 
change and continuity. 

• Identify changes and continuities in 
Industrial Britain.  

• Describe the changes and 
continuities in Industrial Britain.  

• Explain the nature of changes and 
continuities in Industrial Britain.  

• Analyse the extent of change in 
Industrial Britain. 

 
Identifying the arguments made in 
interpretations and explain the reasons 
these arguments have been made.  
 

• Identifying the arguments made in 
interpretations. 

• Describe the content of the 
interpretation.  

• Explain the argument being made in 
the interpretation. 

• Analyse the extent to which 
interpretation and convincing.  

 
Common Lexicon: 
 
 

Trigger, Factor, Monarchy, Church, Warfare, 
Religion, Parliament, Revolution, Economy 

Judge, Inference, Utility, Content, Provenance, 
Monarchy, Church, Warfare, Religion, Revolution, 
Industrialisation, Economy, Empire, Slavery, trade, 
colony 

Developments, Turning points, Extent, Trends, 
Context, Inference, Message, Industrialisation, 
Economy, franchise, public health 

Assessment Focus: 
 

Assessment Point 1: Exam style paper – 
assessing knowledge of Early Modern and 
Industrial periods and the ability to explain the 
causes of events.   

Assessment Point 2: Exam style paper – assessing 
knowledge of the Early Modern and Industrial 
Periods, the ability to explain the significance of 
events and analyse the usefulness of sources.  

 



 

   
 

• Describe two features of… (4) 
Explain why… (Causation) (12) 

• Describe two features of… (4) 

• How useful are sources… (source analysis) 
(8) 

Explain the importance of x2 (choice of 3) 
(Significance) (2x8 marks) 

Ambition Curriculum 
Links: 
 

Cultural Capital 

• Sense of Early Modern and Industrial periods - language and imagery associated with this 
Personal Development Opportunities 

• Constructing argument and making inferences from information 

• Site visits and guest speakers 
Citizenship opportunities  

• Emergence of economic and political rights in Early Modern and Industrial Periods 

• Develop knowledge of role of local community in national history 

• knowledge of British Empire and its impact worldwide 

• Windrush 

• Links to Black Lives Matter Movement 
Educational Visit Opportunities 

• Living museum (e.g. Black Country Museum) 

• Museum Visit (e.g. International Slavery Museum, National Civil War Museum) 
Extension 
Reading/Activities: 
Relevant trips, visits, PSHE 
links, enrichment activities, 
clubs, etc 

 

• Kevin Sands, Mark of the Plague 

• Susan Cooper, Ghost Hawk 

• Catherine Johnson, Freedom 

• Berlie Doherty, Street Child 

• Riordan, James – Rebel cargo 

• Landman, Tanya – Buffalo soldier 

• Golding, Julia – Black heart of Jamaica: Cat in the Caribbean 

• Anderson, Laurie Halse – Forge 

• Lester, Julius – Day of tears: a novel in dialogue 

•  Pratchett, Terry – Dodger 

• Mayhew, Jon – Mortlock 

• Lee, Y. S. – Rivals in the city 

• Lee, Y. S. – The Traitor and the tunnel 

• Li, Rushang – The Body at the tower 

• Carroll, Emma – Frost Hollow Hall 



 

   
 

• Pullman, Philip – The Shadow in the north 

• Pullman, Philip – the Tiger in the well 

• Hooper, Mary – Fallen Grace 

• Updale, Eleanor – Montmorency’s revenge 

• Webb, Catherine – The Obidian dagger 

• Watts, Helen – No stone unturned 

• McAllister, Angela – The Double life of Cora Parry 

• Pullman, Philip – The Ruby in the smoke 

• Rosoff, Meg – The Bride’s farewell 

• Hearn, Julie – Ivy 

• Doherty, Berlie – Far from home: the sisters of Street Child 

• Colfer, Eoin – The forever man 

• Colfer, Eoin –The Hangman’s revolution 

• Colfer, Eoin – The reluctant assassin 

• Jones, Rob Lloyd – Wild boy and the black terror 

• Jones, Rob Lloyd – Wild boy  

• Lee, Y. S.  – A spy in the house 

Online Resources: 
GCSEPod, Seneca, MyMaths, 

etc. 

• TV timelines 

• Battlefield Britain 

• BBC Teach 

• National Archive  
Sequenced From:  
 
 

 

Sequenced To: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   
 

 

YEAR 9-  

 AUTUMN   SPRING  SUMMER  

By the end of this 
programme of study, 
pupils will… 

Understand the causes and 
consequences of challenges facing 
Modern Britain, Europe and the wider 
world 1901-39. 

Understand the significance of the Second World 
War and its impact on Europe and the Wider 
World.  

Understand interpretations of developments in Modern 
Britain, Europe and the wider world 1901-present. 

Core Course Topics: 
 

Causes and consequences of 
challenges facing Modern Britain, 
Europe and the wider world 1901-39. 

Significance of events in the Second World 
War and its impact on Europe and the Wider 
World 

Interpretations of developments in Modern Britain, 
Europe and the wider world 1901-present. 

Powerful Knowledge: 
Knowledge to be reviewed 
and retained for future 
learning 

 

• Sense of period – Modern 
world and wider 
chronological framework. 

• Substantive concepts – 
warfare, dictatorship, foreign 
policy, nationalism 

• Disciplinary concepts – cause 
and consequence. 

• Diversity – emergence and 
consequences of modern 
conflict, role of different 
groups in conflict, rise of 
extremism.  Role of empire. 
Britain’s place in Europe and 
world.  

• Developments in First World 
War - changing nature of 
conflict and technology in 
war.   

• Inter-war Years – Treaty of 
Versailles, Wall Street Crash 
and Great Depression 

• Rise of dictators (Hitler or 
Stalin) - Nature of 
dictatorship , key 

• Sense of period – Modern world. 

• Substantive concepts – social, 
religious, cultural, political, economic 
and military concepts. 

• Disciplinary concepts – change and 
continuity 

• Diversity – global nature of conflict, 
understanding concept of genocide 
and role of different factors in this. 
Role of empire. 

• Key turning points in Second World 
War (e.g. Blitzkreig, Dunkirk, Invasion 
of USSR, D-Day, Atomic Bomb)  

• Impact of Second World War, 
including Holocaust. Opportunity for 
links to Post-colonialism 

• Sense of period – Modern world. 

• Substantive concepts – social, religious, 
cultural, political, economic and military 
concepts. 

• Disciplinary concepts – cause and 
consequence. 

• Diversity – study of significant issue in 

twentieth century and implications for 

today. Post-colonialism 

• Modern World Depth Study – Options: Nazi 
Germany, Cold War, Civil Rights, Holocaust, 
1960s and Post-War Britain 

• Option for Local Study, 



 

   
 

developments and 
consequences 

• Causes of Second World War 
- Hitler’s foreign policy and 
the policy appeasement 
(Sudeten Crisis, Munich 
Agreement, Remilitarisation 
of Rhineland, invasion of 
Czechoslovakia and Poland). 

• (Option for a local study) 
Transferable Skills: 
Skills that link directly to 
exam success 

 

Explaining the consequence of 
events. 
 

• Identify the consequence of 
the First World War.  

• Describe key consequences 
of the First World War.  

• Explain the consequences of 
the First World War.  

 

Constructing analytical accounts around 
significance. 
 
Analysing the difference between 
interpretations and forming historical 
judgements. 

• Identify a difference in two 
interpretation.  

• Describe a reason for the difference 
between two interpretation. 

• Explain why interpretation of events 
differ.  

• Analyse the extent to which you agree 
with interpretations.  

Analysing the difference between interpretations 
and forming historical judgements. 

• Identify a difference in two interpretation.  

• Describe a reason for the difference 
between two interpretation. 

• Explain why interpretation of events differ.  

• Analyse the extent to which you agree with 
interpretations. 

Analysing the usefulness of sources to making 
historical claims.  

• Identify a reason sources are useful.  

• Describe the content of sources.  

• Explain why they are useful based on 
content.  

• Analyse the limitation of source utility 
including both content and provenance. 

 
Common Lexicon: 
 
 

Trigger, Factor, Warfare Conscription, 
Conscientious objectors Treaty, 
Democracy, Dictatorship, Nationalism, 
Depression Censorship, propaganda 

Developments, Turning points, Extent, Trends, 
Inference, Message, Judge, Warfare, Antisemitism, 
Genocide, Democracy, Dictatorship, Nationalism, 
Depression, Cultural diversity, Decolonisation 

Criteria, Judgment, Warfare Civil Rights, Equality. Diversity 
 Decolonisation Post-colonial segregation 
ARE THESE THE ONLY WORDS THEY NEED? 

Assessment Focus: 
 

Assessment Point 1: Exam style paper – 
assessing knowledge of Modern Britain, 
Europe and the wider world. periods and 
the ability to explain the causes of 
events.   

Assessment Point 1: Exam style paper – assessing 
knowledge of Modern Britain, Europe and the 
wider world and the ability to explain the 
consequence of events.   

• Describe two features of… (4) 

Assessment Point 2: Exam style paper – assessing 
knowledge of Modern Britain, Europe and the wider 
world and the ability to analyse interpretations.  

• Describe two features of… (4) What are the main 
difference (interpretations) (4)  



 

   
 

Explain why… (Causation) (12) 
 

• Explain two consequences of… 
(consequence) (8) 

 

• Suggest one reason why the interpretations 
differ (interpretations) (4) 

• How far do you agree with interpretation 
(interpretations& judgement) (16+4)? 

Ambition Curriculum 
Links: 
 

Cultural Capital 

• Understanding of twentieth century conflict – language and imagery associated with this 

Personal Development Opportunities 

• Constructing argument and making inferences from information 

• Site visits and guest speakers 
Citizenship opportunities  

• Develop knowledge of role of local community in national history 

• Understanding of Holocaust and it’s impact 

• Links to Black Lives Matter Movement 
Educational Visit Opportunities 

• Battlefield visit 

• Sites related to Second World War (Banbury, Eden Camp, D-day landing sites) 

• Holocaust Exhibition BM/ Auschwitz/  
Extension 
Reading/Activities: 
Relevant trips, visits, PSHE 
links, enrichment activities, 
clubs, etc 

 

• James Riordan, When the Guns Fell Silent 

• Ann Frank, The dairy of a Young Girl 

• Thomas Kenealy, Schindler’s Ark 

• Michelle Magorian, Goodnight Mr Tom 

• Andrew Marr, The Making of Modern Britain 

• BBC History 

• History Today 

• Medicine in the First World War (Hindsight article, January 2020) 

• Sharratt, Emily – Wherever you are 

• Drinkwater – The Only girl in the world 

• Stevens, Rebecca – Valentine Jones 

• Newbery, Linda – Tilly’s promise 

• Palmer, Tom – Over the line 

• Bradman, Tom – My brother’s keeper 

• Hooper, Mary – Poppy 

• Breslin, Theresa – War girls 

• Edwards, Eve – Dawn 



 

   
 

• Boyne John – Stay where you are and leave 

• Angus, Sam – Soldier dog 

• Breslin, Teresa – Remembrance 

• Riordan, James – War song 

• Riordan, James – When the guns fell silent 

• Newbery, Linda – The Shell house 

• Ashley, Bernard – Shadow of the zeppelin 

• Sedgwick, Marcus – The foreshadowing 

• Morpurgo, Michael – War horse 

• Morpurgo, Michael – private peaceful 

• Dowswell, Paul – Wolf children 

• Dowswell, Paul – Red shadow 

• Smith, Dan – My friend the enemy 

• Zusak, Markus – The Book Thief 

• Killeen, Matt – Orphan monster spy 

• Boyne, John – the boy at the top of the mountain 

• Boyne, John – the boy in striped pyjamas 

• Sepetys, Ruta – Salt to the sea 

• Westall, Robert – Machine gunners 

• Westall, Robert – Kingdom by the sea 

• Hearn, Julie – Rowan the strange 

• Curtis, Vanessa – the Earth is singing 

• Brett, Cathy – Everything is fine 

• Wein, Elizabeth – Code name verity 

• Wein, Elizabeth – Rose under fire 

• Peet, Mal – Tamar _ we have as KS4 

• Gleitzman – Once series 

• Dogar, Sharon – Annexed 

• Mitchison, Amanda – Mission Telemark 

• Rutt, Val – out of the blue 

• Ibbotson, Eva – The Dragonfly pool 

• Toksvig – Hilter’s canary 



 

   
 

Online Resources: 
GCSEPod, Seneca, MyMaths, 

etc. 

• National Archive 

• Holocaust Trust 

• TV Timelines 

• Battlefield Britain 

• BBC Teach 
Sequenced From:  

Sequenced To: 
 

YEAR 10- in year 10, Student study topics chosen by their Academy which may differ across academies. This is the master copy.  

 Autumn (Choice one) SPRING (Choice one) SUMMER (Choice One) 

By the end of this 
programme of study, 
pupils will… 

Paper 3 topic: Weimar and Nazi 
Germany  
Develop an in depth understanding 
how, between the First and Second 
World Wars, a democratic Germany 
became a one-party dictatorship and 
the effect this had on German society. 
Students will examine various political, 
economic, social and cultural aspects 
of this change. They will demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding of 
significant events/ people and causes 
or consequences of events. They will 
develop an ability to analyse and 
evaluate contemporary sources and 
interpretations.  

Paper 1 – Crime and Punishment  
Understand key features of Crime and 
punishment c1000-present, including the 
nature of change in crime, policing and 
punishment across the time periods. 
Whitechapel c1870-1900, crime, policing and 
the inner city. 

Paper 1 – Crime and Punishment  
Understand key features of Crime and 
punishment c1000-present, including the 
nature of change in crime, policing and 
punishment across the time periods. 
Whitechapel c1870-1900, crime, policing and 
the inner city. 

Core Course Topics: 
 

Paper 3- Weimar & Nazi Germany 
1918-39 

Crime and punishment c1000-Present and 
Whitechapel c1870-1900. 
Features, nature of change in crime, 
punishment and policing over time as well as 
the exploration of social and political factors 
which have helped shape each period of 
History. 

Crime and punishment c1000-Present and 
Whitechapel c1870-1900. 
Features, nature of change in crime, 
punishment and policing over time as well as 
the exploration of social and political factors 
which have helped shape each period of 
History 



 

   
 

Powerful Knowledge: 
Knowledge to be reviewed 
and retained for future 
learning 

 

Review of: 
KT1-The Weimar Republic 1918-29. 
KT2-Hitler’s rise to power 1919-33. 
 
KT3-Nazi control & dictatorship 1933-
39: 
-The creation of a dictatorship 1933-
34. The Reichstag Fire. The Enabling 
Act and the banning of other parties 
and trade unions. The threat from 
Röhm and the SA, the Night of the 
Long Knives and the death of von 
Hindenburg. Hitler becomes Führer, 
the army and oath of allegiance.  
-The police state. The role of the 
Gestapo, the SS, the SD and 
concentration camps. Nazi control of 
the legal system, judges and law 
courts. Nazi policies towards the 
Catholic and Protestant Churches, 
including the Reich Church and the 
Concordat.  
 
-Controlling & influencing attitudes. 
Goebbels and the Ministry of 
Propaganda: censorship, Nazi use of 
media, rallies and sport, including the 
Berlin Olympics of 1936. Nazi control 
of culture and the arts, including art, 
architecture, literature and film.  
-Opposition, resistance & conformity. 
The extent of support for the Nazi 
regime. Opposition from the 
Churches, including the role of Pastor 
Niemöller. Opposition from the young, 

• Sense of Period – Crime, punishment 
and policing c1000-present. 

• Substantive concepts – social, political, 
economic, religious, attitudes in 
society, individuals and institutions, 
science and technology. 

• Disciplinary concepts –change, 
continuity, significance, describe, 
analyse, evaluate. Similarity, difference, 
causation, consequence. 

• C1000-c1500 Crime and Punishment in 
Medieval England: nature of crimes in 
Anglos-Saxon, Norman and later 
Medieval period. 

• Changing definitions of crime, 
punishment, policing as a result of key 
events like the Norman Conquest. 

• Concept of social crimes like poaching. 

• Attitudes in society toward crime 

• Nature of law enforcement and nature 

• Role of church in courts and trials. 

• C1500-1700 Crime and Punishment in 
Early Modern:  

• Continuity and changes from Middle 
Ages – how changes are linked to 
changes in society like Heresy and 
treason. 

• Changing definition of crime in 16th 
century, e.g vagabonds and witches 
with an understanding of why these 
crimes were criminalised. 

• Nature of law and punishment, e.g 
Bloody code and transportation. 

• Case studies of Gunpowder plot and 
Matthew Hopkins to draw out 

• Sense of Period – Crime, punishment 
and policing c1000-present. 

• Substantive concepts – social, political, 
economic, religious, attitudes in 
society, individuals and institutions, 
science and technology. 

• Disciplinary concepts –change, 
continuity, significance, describe, 
analyse, evaluate. Similarity, 
difference, causation, consequence. 

• C1000-c1500 Crime and Punishment in 
Medieval England: nature of crimes in 
Anglos-Saxon, Norman and later 
Medieval period. 

• Changing definitions of crime, 
punishment, policing as a result of key 
events like the Norman Conquest. 

• Concept of social crimes like poaching. 

• Attitudes in society toward crime 

• Nature of law enforcement and nature 

• Role of church in courts and trials. 

• C1500-1700 Crime and Punishment in 
Early Modern:  

• Continuity and changes from Middle 
Ages – how changes are linked to 
changes in society like Heresy and 
treason. 

• Changing definition of crime in 16th 
century, e.g vagabonds and witches 
with an understanding of why these 
crimes were criminalised. 

• Nature of law and punishment, e.g 
Bloody code and transportation. 

• Case studies of Gunpowder plot and 
Matthew Hopkins to draw out 



 

   
 

including the Swing Youth and the 
Edelweiss Pirates.  
 
KT4-Life in Nazi Germany 1933-39: 
-Nazi policies towards women. Nazi 
views on women and the family. Nazi 
policies towards women, including 
marriage and family, employment and 
appearance.  
-Nazi aims and policies towards the 
young. The Hitler Youth and the 
League of German Maidens. Nazi 
control of the young through 
education, including the curriculum 
and teachers.  
-Employment & living standards. Nazi 
policies to reduce unemployment, 
including labour service, autobahns, 
rearmament and invisible 
unemployment. Changes in the 
standard of living, especially of 
German workers. The Labour Front, 
Strength Through Joy, Beauty of 
Labour.  
-Nazi racial beliefs and policies and the 
treatment of minorities. Slavs, 
‘gypsies’, homosexuals and those with 
disabilities. The persecution of the 
Jews, including the boycott of Jewish 
shops and businesses (1933), the 
Nuremberg Laws and Kristallnacht.  
 

significance of key factors like science, 
technology and religion. 

• C1700-1900 Crime and punishment in 
18 and 19th centuries:  

• Study continuity and change in nature 
of crimes including highway robbery, 
poaching and smuggling and the 
attitudes towards these. Plus, the 
ending of witchcraft and treatment of 
Tolpuddle Martyrs. 

• Changing nature of law enforcement – 
Fielding Brothers and the development 
of the police including the CID. 

• Changing nature of punishments and 
views on the purpose of punishment, 
e.g end of transportation, bloody code, 
public execution. Also, prison reform – 
work of Howard and Fry. 

• Case studies- of Pentonville and Peel to 
show changing attitudes to 
punishment. 

• C1900- present Crime and punishment 
in Modern Britain:  

• Analyse change and continuity in 
nature of crimes like identity fraud and 
smuggling. 

• Changing definitions of crime in drug, 
race and car crime. 

• How new crimes are affected by 
changes in attitudes and technology. 

• Role of authorities and local 
communities in law enforcement, e.g 
neighbourhood watch. 

• Changing role of the modern police and 
use of science and technology. 

significance of key factors like science, 
technology and religion. 

• C1700-1900 Crime and punishment in 
18 and 19th centuries:  

• Study continuity and change in nature 
of crimes including highway robbery, 
poaching and smuggling and the 
attitudes towards these. Plus, the 
ending of witchcraft and treatment of 
Tolpuddle Martyrs. 

• Changing nature of law enforcement – 
Fielding Brothers and the development 
of the police including the CID. 

• Changing nature of punishments and 
views on the purpose of punishment, 
e.g end of transportation, bloody code, 
public execution. Also, prison reform – 
work of Howard and Fry. 

• Case studies- of Pentonville and Peel to 
show changing attitudes to 
punishment. 

• C1900- present Crime and punishment 
in Modern Britain:  

• Analyse change and continuity in 
nature of crimes like identity fraud and 
smuggling. 

• Changing definitions of crime in drug, 
race and car crime. 

• How new crimes are affected by 
changes in attitudes and technology. 

• Role of authorities and local 
communities in law enforcement, e.g 
neighbourhood watch. 

• Changing role of the modern police and 
use of science and technology. 



 

   
 

• Attitudes to punishments to include 
the abolition of the death penalty, 
changes to prisons. 

• Case studies: conscientious objectors in 
both Wars to explain changing 
definitions of crime.  Derek Bently and 
his significance in the abolition of the 
death penalty. 

• Whitechapel c1870-1900 crime, 
policing and the inner city:  

• Whitechapel environment – events, 
places, individuals and their 
significance in developments. 

• Local context of Whitechapel, poverty, 
discontent and crime. 

• Awareness of problems of housing and 
overcrowding and the attempts to 
improve them like in the Peabody 
Estate. 

• Understand the level of poverty and 
provision of workhouses like South 
Grove and he lack of employment as a 
link to crime in this area. 

• Nature of population – issues and 
tensions including lodge houses, pubs, 
immigrant communities from Ireland 
and Easter Europe, plus the arrival of 
the Jews. 

• Organisation of policing in Whitechapel 
and how the environment made it hard 
to police and problems like alcohol. 

• Developments in technologies of 
detective investigation. 

• Attitudes to punishments to include 
the abolition of the death penalty, 
changes to prisons. 

• Case studies: conscientious objectors in 
both Wars to explain changing 
definitions of crime.  Derek Bently and 
his significance in the abolition of the 
death penalty. 

• Whitechapel c1870-1900 crime, 
policing and the inner city:  

• Whitechapel environment – events, 
places, individuals and their 
significance in developments. 

• Local context of Whitechapel, poverty, 
discontent and crime. 

• Awareness of problems of housing and 
overcrowding and the attempts to 
improve them like in the Peabody 
Estate. 

• Understand the level of poverty and 
provision of workhouses like South 
Grove and he lack of employment as a 
link to crime in this area. 

• Nature of population – issues and 
tensions including lodge houses, pubs, 
immigrant communities from Ireland 
and Easter Europe, plus the arrival of 
the Jews. 

• Organisation of policing in Whitechapel 
and how the environment made it hard 
to police and problems like alcohol. 

• Developments in technologies of 
detective investigation. 



 

   
 

• Problems between Met police and City 
of London police and dealing with 
crimes of Jack the Ripper. 

• Link to the national and regional 
context of the Met police including CID, 
Charles Warren and Home secretary. 

 

• Problems between Met police and City 
of London police and dealing with 
crimes of Jack the Ripper. 

• Link to the national and regional 
context of the Met police including CID, 
Charles Warren and Home secretary. 

 
Transferable Skills: 
Skills that link directly to 
exam success 

 

Analyse and evaluate contemporary 
sources and interpretations. 
Understand that interpretations are 
based on evidence from their period 
of study and that a range of evidence 
can be used to reach different 
conclusions. Understand a range of 
reasons why interpretations may 
differ and despite differences, can still 
be legitimate. 

• Analytical writing to explain change and 
continuity. 

• Making an informed judgement based 
on constructing an argument. 

• Making links to evaluate significance. 

• Comparing time periods against each 
other and analysing their significance. 

• Assessing the usefulness of sources. 
 

 

• Analytical writing to explain change 
and continuity. 

• Making an informed judgement based 
on constructing an argument. 

• Making links to evaluate significance. 

• Comparing time periods against each 
other and analysing their significance. 

• Assessing the usefulness of sources. 
 

Common Lexicon: 
 
 

Abdication, armistice, autobahn, 

communist, conformity, constitution, 
democracy, depression, Freikorps, Führer, 
hyperinflation, Kaiser, Left, Mein Kampf, 
monarchy, persecution, putsch, 
rearmament, Reichstag, Rentenmark, 
reparations, republic, Right, trade union 

Significance, consequence, analysis, narrative, 
chronology, impact, change and continuity, 
nature of change, evaluate, use of sources, 
judgement. 
 

Significance, consequence, analysis, narrative, 
chronology, impact, change and continuity, 
nature of change, evaluate, use of sources, 
judgement. 
 

Assessment Focus: 
 

Assessment Point: Exam paper- 
assessing knowledge of Weimar & 
Nazi Germany 1918-39 & source and 
interpretation skills.  

• Give two things you can infer 
from source A about… (4 
marks) 

• Explain why… (12 marks) 

• How useful are Sources A and 
B for an enquiry into… (8 
marks) 

For the Historic environment (Whitechapel), 
students answer one question requiring them 
to describe 2 features of (4),  2nd question 
students assess the usefulness of 2 sources for 
a specified enquiry (8) 
3 rd question students suggest a follow up area 
of investigation for the specified enquiry (4). 
 
Crime and Punishment 
Students will firstly answer a question on 
explain one way.. (4) on change and continuity 
over the period. 

For the Historic environment (Whitechapel), 
students answer one question requiring them 
to describe 2 features of (4),  2nd question 
students assess the usefulness of 2 sources for 
a specified enquiry (8) 
3 rd question students suggest a follow up area 
of investigation for the specified enquiry (4). 
 
Crime and Punishment 
Students will firstly answer a question on 
explain one way.. (4) on change and continuity 
over the period. 



 

   
 

• Study Interpretations 1 and 2. 
They give different views 
about X. What is the main 
difference between these 
views? (4 marks) 

• Suggest one reason why 
Interpretations 1 and 2 give 
different views about the 
attitudes of young people 
towards the Hitler Youth 
movement. (4 marks) 

How far do you agree with 
Interpretation 2 about… (16 marks + 4 
SPaG) 

Then a question that focuses on the process of 
change – Explain why (12 marks). 
Final question – requires a judgement and may 
focus on the nature or extent of change, 
patterns of change, process of change or the 
impact of change.  How far do you agree (16 
marks + 4 SPAG). 
 
 

Then a question that focuses on the process of 
change – Explain why (12 marks). 
Final question – requires a judgement and may 
focus on the nature or extent of change, 
patterns of change, process of change or the 
impact of change.  How far do you agree (16 
marks + 4 SPAG). 
 
 

Ambition Curriculum 
Links: 
 

THIS NEEDS COMPLETING  Cultural Capital 

• Understanding the development of 

crime and punishment over time and 

how it has a relevance to how we 

should punish or help criminals within 

society and the role of the government 

and communities in how they help to 

bring people to justice. 

Personal Development Opportunities 

• Constructing argument and making 
inferences from information 

• Site visits and guest speakers 
Citizenship opportunities  

• Develop knowledge of role of local 
community in national history 

• Understanding of key issues like the 
death penalty and its abolition. 

• Links to immigrants and their 
integration into society. 

Educational Visit Opportunities 
 

Cultural capital:  

• Understanding the development of 

crime and punishment over time and 

how it has a relevance to how we 

should punish or help criminals within 

society and the role of the government 

and communities in how they help to 

bring people to justice. 

Personal Development Opportunities 

• Constructing argument and making 
inferences from information 

• Site visits and guest speakers 
Citizenship opportunities  

• Develop knowledge of role of local 
community in national history 

• Understanding of key issues like the 
death penalty and its abolition. 

• Links to immigrants and their 
integration into society. 

Educational Visit Opportunities 
 



 

   
 

• Visit to Galleries of Justice  

• Whitechapel visit 
 

• Visit to Galleries of Justice  

• Whitechapel visit 
 

Extension 
Reading/Activities: 
Relevant trips, visits, PSHE 
links, enrichment activities, 
clubs, etc 

 

R. J. Evans, The Coming of the Third 
Reich and The Third Reich in Power 
(Penguin, 2004 and 2006)  
 
Kershaw, The Nazi Dictatorship: 
Problems and Perspectives of 
Interpretation (Bloomsbury, 2000)  
 
Jane Caplan, Nazi Germany: A Very 
Short Introduction (OUP, 2008)  
 
Trips- Schools History Scene- Hitler on 
Trial production 
 
Berlin 
 
PSHE- Opportunities to develop 
political knowledge & ethical issues 
surrounding state censorship and 
freedom of speech. 

• Tony Robinson’s crime and punishment 
documentary. 

• Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot 
BBC 

• The incredibly journey of Mary Bryant 
(Film 2005) 

• Storyline Derek Bentley documentary 
Revision Reading:  

• New Grade 9-1 GCSE History Edexcel 
Topic Guide - Crime and Punishment in 
Britain, c1000-present 

• Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) History 
Crime and Punishment in Britain 
Revision Guide and Workbook: with 
free online edition (Revise Edexcel 
GCSE History 16) 

• CGP GCSE History Crime & Punishment 
in Britain Edexcel Topic Guide 

 
 
 
 

• Tony Robinson’s crime and punishment 
documentary. 

• Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot 
BBC 

• The incredibly journey of Mary Bryant 
(Film 2005) 

• Storyline Derek Bentley documentary 
Revision Reading: 
 

• New Grade 9-1 GCSE History Edexcel 
Topic Guide - Crime and Punishment in 
Britain, c1000-present 

• Revise Edexcel GCSE (9-1) History 
Crime and Punishment in Britain 
Revision Guide and Workbook: with 
free online edition (Revise Edexcel 
GCSE History 16) 

• CGP GCSE History Crime & Punishment 
in Britain Edexcel Topic Guide 

 

Online Resources: 
GCSEPod, Seneca, MyMaths, 

etc. 

GCSE Pod, BBC Bitesize, Active History, 
Historyhomework.com 

• GCSEPod 

• Seneca 

• Bitesize 

• School History 

 

• GCSEPod 

• Seneca 

• Bitesize 

• School History 

 
Sequenced From:  
 
 



 

   
 

Sequenced To: 
 
 

Year 10 topic choices.  Autumn (Choice two) SPRING (Choice two) SUMMER (Choice two) 

By the end of this 
programme of study, 
pupils will… 

Paper 3 topic -  PAPER 1 – MEDICINE  
 
Through the Thematic Study they will develop understanding of change and continuity across a 
long sweep of history, including the most significant characteristics of different ages from the 
medieval to modern periods. They will be able to offer comparisons between different periods of 
history. They will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of similarity and difference, change 
and continuity, significance and causes or consequences of change. They will also offer analysis 
and evaluation of source material. 
Paper 1 topic  

Core Course Topics: 
 

 Paper 1 - Medicine in Britain, c1250– 1861  Paper 1 – Medicine in Britain, c1861 – present 
day and The British sector of the Western 
Front, 1914–18: injuries, treatment and the 
trenches. 

Powerful Knowledge: 
Knowledge to be reviewed 
and retained for future 
learning 

 

 c1250–c1500: Medicine in 
Medieval England 
-Hippocrates/Galen – development of the Four 
humours, Clinical Observation, the Hippocratic 
Oath, natural treatments and the Theory of 
Opposites. Galen’s work on dissection and the 
anatomy of the body. Galen’s influence and the 
role of the church in the dominance of Galen’s 
theories.  
-Medieval treatments and how effective they 
were – herbal remedies, trepanning, prayer, 
bloodletting, purging and medieval surgery.  
- Medieval hospitals and how effective they 
were– the role of the Church, hygiene and 
cleanliness. Different types of hospitals 
available.  
- Medieval practitioners and how effective they 
were – barber surgeons, physicians, 

- Germ Theory. The role of Pasteur and Koch in 
disproving theories of miasma and 
spontaneous generation. The impact of Germ 
Theory on surgery including Lister and the 
development of carbolic acid as an antiseptic, 
hospitals, public health and vaccinations. 
Limitations of impact including the reliance on 
older treatments including bloodletting.  
 
c1900–present: Medicine in modern Britain 
- Early 20th Century developments including 
Rontgen and the development of x-rays, 
Landsteiner and blood groups, Ehrlich and 
Domagk’s work on magic bullets.  
 
The British sector of the Western Front, 1914– 
18: injuries, treatment and the trenches 



 

   
 

apothecaries, wise women and the role of 
monks and nuns. 
- Black Death 1348 – causes – fleas, rats and 
poor public health. Beliefs including miasma 
theory, God, Jews, astrology and imbalance of 
the Four Humours. Prevention and treatments 
including flagellation, prayer and herbal 
remedies. The impact on society – health and 
wealth.  
 
c1500–c1700: The Medical 
Renaissance in England 
-Challenges to the work of Galen, reaction to 
these challenges and the limitations of these 
developments. Including the work of Vesalius 
on the human anatomy, Harvey on the heart as 
a pump and circulation of the blood and 
Sydenham on the classification of disease and 
observations. The role of the printing press and 
science in the development of knowledge.  
- The Great Plague 1665. Causes – fleas, rats 
and poor public health. Beliefs including 
miasma theory, God, astrology and imbalance 
of the Four Humours. Prevention and 
treatments including flagellation, prayer and 
herbal remedies. An evaluation of change and 
continuity between the two plagues.  
 
c1700–c1900: Medicine in 
eighteenth- and nineteenth century Britain 
- Jenner – the smallpox vaccination – 
development, opposition and impact. 
- 1800s Public Health. Including the work of 
Chadwick and the Public Health Acts, Snow and 

- Historic environment. Including key features 
of the British sector of the Western Front, 
trench conditions and layout, evacuation 
routes, the underground hospital at Arras and 
the work of the RAMC and FANY. Illnesses and 
wounds – trench foot, trench fever and shell 
shock. Developments in surgery and treatment. 
Including the development of mobile x-rays, 
blood banks / medical records, antiseptics and 
the Thomas splint.  
 
c1900–present: Medicine in modern Britain 
-20th Century developments post World War 1. 
Including the work of Fleming and Florey and 
Chain on the development of penicillin. The 
development, impact and role of the NHS. The 
discovery of DNA and the influence of genetic 
and lifestyle factors on health. The 
improvements in diagnosis including the 
availability of blood tests, scans and monitors.   
-The fight against lung cancer – the 
development of diagnosis, treatment and 
government action.  
 



 

   
 

prevention of Cholera, Nightingale and the 
improvement in hospitals.  
- Development of surgery in the 1800s – pain 
management before and after the 
development of anaesthetics. The work of 
Simpson and chloroform.  

Transferable Skills: 
Skills that link directly to 
exam success 

 

 Identifying key features of a given time period – 
including the influence of power / government, 
church, science and technology, war, chance 
and the role of individuals.  
 
Constructing analytical accounts around the 
second order concepts of change and 
continuity, similarity and difference, cause and 
consequence and significance.  
 
Forming historical judgements. 

Identifying key features of a given time period – 
including the influence of power / government, 
church, science and technology, war, chance 
and the role of individuals.  
 
Constructing analytical accounts around the 
second order concepts of change and 
continuity, similarity and difference, cause and 
consequence and significance.  
 
Forming historical judgements. 
 
Evaluating usefulness of sources. 
 
The use of sources in developing historical 
enquiry.  

Common Lexicon: 
 
 

 Four Humours, miasma, astrology, God,  
treatment, flagellation, prayer, purging, herbal 
remedies, bloodletting, Church, anaesthetics, 
dissection, diagnosis, anatomy, circulation, 
surgery, Renaissance, vaccination, Royal 
Society, public health, cholera, smallpox.    

Germ Theory, vaccination, public health, 
antiseptic, carbolic, aseptic, anaesthetic, 
chloroform, antibiotic, penicillin, magic bullet, 
blood transfusions, x-rays, DNA, National 
Health Service, lifestyle factors, diagnosis, 
RAMC, FANY, trench system, stretcher bearer, 
infection, ambulance, regimental aid post, 
casualty clearing station, Thomas splint, blood 
banks, genetics.  

Assessment Focus: 
 

 Assessment Point: Exam paper – assessing knowledge of Medicine in Britain, c1250–present and 
The British sector of the Western Front, 1914–18: injuries, treatment and the trenches. 

• Describe two features of… (4)  

• How useful are Sources A and B for an enquiry into… (8 marks) 



 

   
 

• How could you follow up Source B to find out more about … (4 marks) 

• Explain one way in which X is similar / different to Y (4 marks) 

• Explain why … (12 marks) 
How far do you agree … (16 marks + 4 marks SPaG)  

Ambition Curriculum 
Links: 
 

   

Extension 
Reading/Activities: 
Relevant trips, visits, PSHE 
links, enrichment activities, 
clubs, etc 

 

 Reading – Bird Song (Sebastian Faulkes), The History of Medicine – a very short introduction, All 
quiet on the Western Front (Erich Maria Remarque), Blood and Guts (Roy Porter).  
Activities – The British Science Museum, public health walks in London, the old operating theatre, 
World War 1 battlefields trip. Schools History Scene- The Dr’s Show production.  

Online Resources: 
GCSEPod, Seneca, MyMaths, 

etc. 

  Seneca Learning, BBC Bitesize, Active History, 
Historyhomework.com 

Sequenced From:  
 
 

Sequenced To: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 11- SCHOOLS CHOOSE THEIR OWN TOPICS FOR EACH OF THE EXAM PAPERS.  

 AUTUMN (choice one) SPRING (Choice one) SUMMER (Choice one)  

By the end of this 
programme of study, 
pupils will… 

Normans- Understand key features of Anglo-
Saxon society, causes and consequences of 
the Norman Conquest and consolidation of 
Norman power in England. 

American west Understand key 
features of the American West 
c1835-c1895, migration, farming, 
law and order and conflict and 
tension 

This section needs filling in  
 
 

Core Course Topics: 
 

Features, causes and consequences of the 
Norman Conquest. 

Features, change and continuity and 

impact of events in The American 

West. 

 

Powerful Knowledge: 
Knowledge to be reviewed 
and retained for future 
learning 

 

• Sense of period – 1060 Britain to 
early Medieval England until 1088. 

• Substantive concepts – social, 
political, military, religious, hierarchy, 
succession, invasion, battle, tactics, 
warfare, rule. 

• Disciplinary concepts – cause, 
consequence, significance. 

• Links between Norman England and 
present day - law-making e.g. fines & 
government and land e.g. shires. 

• Death of Edward the Confessor and 
the succession crisis of 1066 – 

• Sense of period – Expansion 
of the states in North 
America and its impact 
c1835-c1895. 

• Substantive concepts – 
social, legal, political, 
settlement, migration, 
technology 

• Disciplinary concepts – 
significance, cause, 
consequence, analytical 
narrative, interpretation 

 



 

   
 

strengths and weaknesses of 
claimants. 

• Battle of Fulford, Battle of Stamford 
Bridge & Battle of Hastings. 

• Castles, law-making & financial 
rewards to consolidate Norman rule. 

• Rebellion & unrest 1067-1075 e.g. 
Battle of Ely, 1071 & Revolt of the 
Earls, 1075. 

• Harrying of the North, 1069. 

• Lanfranc and Church reform. 

• William’s death in 1087 & the 
succession of William Rufus over 
Robert ‘Curthose’. 

• Migration – the processes 
and problems of migration, 
experiences of different 
groups, Donner Party, 
Mormons, Exoduster, 
impact on the Native, 
goldrush, manifest destiny 

• Farming – the processes and 
challenges of farming on the 
plains, change and 
continuity. Significance of 
the growth of the cattle 
industry, impact of farming 
methods, mechanisation, 
expansion of the railroad, 

• Law and Order – Problems 
faced by law enforcement in 
rapidly expanding country. 
Impact of the civil war, gang 
culture, gold rush, racism, 
Billy the Kid and Wyatt Earp 

• Conflict and Tension – 
Cultural understanding of 
the Plains Indians, impact of 
white migration on Plains 
Indians, battles and wars 
fought between natives and 
white settlers, cultural 
differences, hunting and 
extermination of the 
buffalo, government policy 
towards the Plains Indians. 
Closure of the Indian 
Frontier 



 

   
 

Transferable Skills: 
Skills that link directly to 
exam success 

 

• Analytical writing to explain causes 
and consequences of events. 

• Making an informed judgement 
based on constructing an argument. 

• Making links to evaluate significance. 
 

• consequence; significance 

(of specified events in 

relation to situations and 

unfolding developments) 

• analytical narrative 

(requiring students not only 

to describe what happened, 

but also to analyse events to 

find connections that 

explain the way in which 

events 

 

 

Common Lexicon: 
 
 

Evidence, analysis, factors, judgement, 
chronology, hierarchy, succession, monarchy,  
rebellion, invasion, warfare. 

Significance, consequence, analysis, 
narrative, chronology, impact, 
change and continuity, early 
settlement, development of the 
Plains, Conflicts and consequences 

 

Assessment Focus: 
 

GSCE Paper 2: Anglo-Saxon and Norman 
England, c1060–88. 
 
Assessing knowledge of Medieval England 
under Norman rule and the ability to explain 
cause, significance and consequence of 
events. 

• Describe two features of... (4) 

• Explain why... (12) 

• (Statement) How far you agree? (16) 
 

GCSE Paper 2: The American West 
c1835-c1895 
 

• Develop the ability to ask 

relevant questions about the 

past, to investigate issues 

critically and to make valid 

historical claims by using a 

range of sources in their 

historical context  

• Develop an awareness of 

why people, events and 

developments have been 

accorded historical 

significance and how and 

why different 

 



 

   
 

interpretations have been 

constructed about them   

• organise and communicate 

their historical knowledge 

and understanding in 

different ways and reach 

substantiated conclusions. 

1. Explain two consequences 
of.... (8) 

2. Write a narrative account 
analysing the key events in 
the years...... (8) 

3. Explain two of the 
following... (8) 

Ambition Curriculum 
Links: 
 

Cultural Capital/Personal Development 
Opportunities:  

• To developed subject specific terms 
to increase vocabulary.  

• To apply inter-disciplinary knowledge 
and understanding.  

• To develop knowledge of wider 
community.  

• To develop ability to construct 
arguments. 

• To develop the ability to make 
inferences. 

• To develop an understanding of how 
the modern world has developed.  

• Opportunity for local and national 
site visits/ guest speakers.  

• Wider reading opportunity 
 

Cultural Capital/Personal 
Development Opportunities:  

• To developed subject 
specific terms to increase 
vocabulary.  

• To apply inter-disciplinary 
knowledge and 
understanding.  

• To develop ability to 
construct arguments. 

• To develop the ability to 
make analyse a sequence of 
events and the importance 
of their impact. 

• To develop an 
understanding of how the 
modern wider world has 
developed.  

• To develop an 
understanding of cultural 

 



 

   
 

differences in the context of 
the wider world 

• Wider reading opportunity 
 
 

Extension 
Reading/Activities: 
Relevant trips, visits, PSHE 
links, enrichment activities, 
clubs, etc 

 

Revision reading: 

• Edexcel - Anglo-Saxon and 
Norman England Revision Guide 
and Workbook. 

• Hodder - My Revision Notes:  
History: Anglo-Saxon and Norman 
England, c1060-88. 

• CGP - Anglo-Saxon and Norman 
England, c1060-88. 

PSHE links: 

• How did the Normans shape the legal 
system? 

Trips: 

• Battle of Hastings – Battle Abbey, 
East Sussex. 

• Norman England – Tower of London. 
Activities: 

• Battle of Hastings re-enactment. 

Revision reading: 

• Edexcel – The American 
West Revision Guide and 
Workbook. 

• Hodder - My Revision 
Notes:  History: The 
American West c1835-
c1895. 

• CGP - The American West 
c1835-c1895. 

• Bury My Heart at 
Wounded Knee – Dee 
Brown 

• The Penguin History of 
the United States of 
America – Hugh Brogan 

PSHE links: 

• Development of 
SMSC/Where does racism 
come from? 

Activities: 

• Visiting speakers 

 

Online Resources: 
GCSEPod, Seneca, MyMaths, 

etc. 

• GCSEPod 

• Seneca 

• Bitesize 

• School History 

• GCSEPod 

• Seneca 

• Bitesize 

• School History 

 

Sequenced From:  
 
 



 

   
 

Sequenced To: 
 
 

 

 AUTUMN (choice two) SPRING (Choice two) SUMMER (Choice two)  

By the end of this 
programme of study, 
pupils will… 

USA- Develop an in depth understanding of how 
America became involved in the conflict in 
Vietnam 1954-63. An understanding of how this 
escalated under the Johnson government 1964-
68. Students will examine the nature of this 
conflict and changes made under the Nixon 
Government 1969-73.  
Examine public attitudes towards the War from 
the US itself. Reasons for the growth in the anti-
war movement and those in support. Students 
will be able to explain the peace process and 
ultimately the reasons for the US failures. They 
will develop the ability to analyse and evaluate 
contemporary sources and interpretations.  
 

Cold war - Understand the causes 
of the Cold War, its key events and 
crises and how it ended. 

 

Core Course Topics: 
 

USA 1954-75. Conflict at home and abroad.  The origins of the Cold War 1943-

58, The Cold War Crises 1958-70 

and The end of the Cold War 1970-

91 

 

Powerful Knowledge: 
Knowledge to be reviewed 
and retained for future 
learning 

 

Review of KT 1 and 2  
  

• Development of Civil rights 1954-60  
• Protest, progress and radicalism 1960-75  

  
KT3 - : US involvement in the Vietnam War  
1954–75  
The battle of Dien Bien Phu and the end of French 
rule in Vietnam Reasons for greater US 
involvement under Eisenhower, including the 

• Sense of period – to 
understand the clash of 
Capitalism and Communism 
as competing ideologies 

• Substantive concepts – the 
Political, economic, social, 
military, technological 

• Disciplinary concepts- 
significance, cause, 

 



 

   
 

domino theory and weaknesses of the Diem 
government, Greater involvement under 
Kennedy, including the overthrow of Diem and 
the Strategic Hamlet Program.   
The increasing threat of the Vietcong. The Gulf of 
Tonkin incident, 1964, and increased US 
involvement in Vietnam.   
The guerrilla tactics used by the Vietcong.  The 
methods used by the USA, including Search and 
Destroy, Operation Rolling Thunder and chemical 
weapons. The key features and significance of the 
Tet Offensive, 1968  
The key features of Vietnamisation. Reasons for 
its failure.  The Nixon Doctrine and the 
withdrawal of US troops.  Attacks on Cambodia, 
1970, and Laos, 1971, and the bombing of North 
Vietnam, 1972.  
  
  
KT4- Reactions to, and the end of, US 
involvement in Vietnam, 1964–75  
  
 Reasons for the growth of opposition, including 
the student movement, TV and media coverage of 
the war and the draft system.  Public reaction to 
the My Lai Massacre, 1968. The trial of 
Lt. Calley.  The Kent State University shootings, 
1970.  
  
  
Reasons for support for the war, including the 
fear of communism. The ‘hard hats’ and the 
‘silent majority’  
  

consequence, analytical 
narrative, interpretation 

• Early Tensions in the Cold 
War – ideological 
differences between East 
and West, The Tehran, Yalta 
and Potsdam Conferences. 

• US-Soviet relations 1945-
46- 
The impact of the Atomic 
Bomb, The Kennan and 
Novikov Telegrams and The 
Iron Curtain Speech 

• The Truman Doctrine, The 
Marshall Plan and Dollar 
Imperialism  

• The Formation of 
Cominform and Comecon 

• The Berlin Crisis  

• The formation of two 
armed camps  

• The Arms Race  

• The Hungarian 
Uprising,1956 

• Berlin 1958-63 

• The Cuban Missile Crisis 

• Czechoslovakia,1968-69 

• Attempts to reduce tension 
1969-79- Detente, SALT 1 
and 2 and the Helsinki 
Accords.  

• The Soviet Invasion of 
Afghanistan, 1979 

• Ronald Reagan and the 
Second Cold War  



 

   
 

Reasons for, and features of, the peace 
negotiations, 1972–73.  The significance of the 
Paris Peace Agreement 1973. The economic and 
human costs of the war for the USA.  
  
The strengths of North Vietnam, including the 
significance of Russian and Chinese support, 
Vietcong tactics and the Ho Chi Minh Trail.  The 
weaknesses of the US armed forces. The failure of 
US tactics.  The impact of opposition to the war in 
the USA.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

• The Collapse of Soviet 
Control- Gorbachev’s New 
Thinking, The fall of the 
Berlin Wall and the Break-
up of the Soviet Union 

 

•  

Transferable Skills: 
Skills that link directly to 
exam success 

 

Analyse and evaluate contemporary sources and 
interpretations. Understand that interpretations 
are based on evidence from their period of study 
and that a range of evidence can be used to reach 
different conclusions. Understand a range of 
reasons why interpretations may differ and 
despite differences, can still be legitimate.  

 
 

• consequence; significance 

(of specified events in 

relation to situations and 

unfolding developments) 

• analytical narrative 

(requiring students not only 

to describe what happened, 

but also to analyse events 

to find connections that 

explain the way in which 

events 

 

 

Common Lexicon: 
 
 

Containment, communism ,capitalism , ideology, 
democracy, elections, dictatorship, public opinion, 

Communism, Capitalism, ideology, 
Soviet Union, Democracy, Satellite 
State, Containment, Deterrent, 

 



 

   
 

media, draft, alliance, negotiation, cease fire, 
silent majority, escalation, diplomacy.  

Hawks, Non-proliferation, Socialism, 
Détente, Perestroika, Glasnost.  
Significance, consequence, impact, 
change and continuity 

Assessment Focus: 
 

Assessment Point: Exam paper- assessing 
knowledge of USA 1954 -75 & source and 
interpretation skills.   

• Give two things you can infer from source 
A about… (4 marks)  
• Explain why… (12 marks)  
• How useful are Sources A and B for an 
enquiry into… (8 marks)  
• Study Interpretations 1 and 2. They give 
different views about X. What is the main 
difference between these views? (4 marks)  
• Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 
and 2 give different views about the effects of 
the Montgomery Bus Boycott. (4 marks)  

How far do you agree with Interpretation 2 
about… (16 marks + 4 SPaG)  

GCSE Paper 2: Superpower relations 
and the Cold War, 1941–91 
Assessing knowledge and 
understanding of the events of the 
Cold War and the ability to explain 
consequences of events, write a 
narrative account and explain the 
importance of events. 

• Explain two consequences 
of…….(8) 

• Write a Narrative account 
analysing ……(8) 

• Explain two of the 
following…(8) 

4.  

 

Ambition Curriculum 
Links: 
 

 Cultural Capital/ Personal 
Development opportunities: 

• To gain an understanding of 
alternative ideologies and 
political systems 

• To gain an understanding of 
the geopolitical landscape 
in the post-World War II 
period and the present day. 

• To develop the ability to 
link together key events to 
form an analytical narrative 
account 

 



 

   
 

• To developed subject 
specific terms to increase 
vocabulary.  

• To apply inter-disciplinary 
knowledge and 
understanding.  

• To develop ability to 
construct arguments. 

• To develop the ability to 
make analyse a sequence of 
events and the importance 
of their impact. 

 
 

Extension 
Reading/Activities: 
Relevant trips, visits, PSHE 
links, enrichment activities, 
clubs, etc 

 

The Youngest Marcher: The Story of Audrey 
Faye Hendricks, a Young Civil Rights 
Activist - Cynthia Levinton  
  
Rosa – Nikki Giovanni  
  
Ruby Bridges goes to school – Ruby Bridges  
 

Revision reading:  

• Edexcel – Superpower 
relations and the Cold War, 
1941-91 Revision guide and 
workbook 

• My Revision Notes: Edexcel 
GCSE (9-1) History: 
Superpower relations and 
the Cold War, 1941–91 

• CGP- Superpower Relations 
and the Cold War,1941-91 

PSHE links:  

• Develops a greater 
understanding of economic 
systems  

 
Trips: Cold War Museum at RAF 
Cosford 
Activities:  

• Practical activities in line 
with the UK government 

 



 

   
 

Protect and Survive 
Strategy 

• Role Play based on the 
events of the Cuban Missile 
Crisis 

• Debate of the relative 
merits of Capitalism and 
Communism 

 
 

•  
Online Resources: 
GCSEPod, Seneca, MyMaths, 

etc. 

GCSE POD, BBC Bitesize, Active History  • GCSEPod  

• Seneca  

• Bitesize  

• School History 

•  

 

Sequenced From:  
 
 

Sequenced To: 
 
 

 


