Careers Opportunities - South East Midlands

Construction
What is it?
The construction industry includes activities associated with buildings and civil engineering works.
This can include the construction of places where people live, office buildings, stores and other public
and utility buildings or the construction of civil engineering works such as roads, bridges, tunnels,
railways, industrial facilities, energy supply, etc.

There are a variety of job roles within construction sector for design, new build, repair, additions and
alterations, the creation and erection of prefabricated buildings (manufactured in parts elsewhere).
Many construction careers are focused on green technologies and sustainability.
Opportunities exist to work for large companies, smaller businesses and yourself.
Take a walk through the variety of roles that the construction industry can offer here.
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Myth busting
 “Construction is only for men” - over 320,000 women work in the construction in the UK. It is still a low
percentage but increasing, see more here.
 “It’s dirty and you work in the cold” - There is a wide variety of careers in construction which can involve
working in locations including a construction site, an office, workshop or even working from home.
 “It is a low skilled, low paid industry” - Over 80% of the occupations in the construction sector in the
South East Midlands are either professional or skilled trade roles earning high salaries.

Prospects for the future
The construction sector is growing and there are jobs available for people with the right skills, training
and attitudes.
The number of construction sector businesses
based in the South East Midlands increased by
1,820 from 2014 to 2017, 1,785 were micro
businesses (less than 9 employees).
Over 99% of the employers are small or micro
businesses
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Over 320,000 people are employed in the construction sector in East of England and East Midlands
and this number increased by 46,400 from 2014 to 2018.
Examples of some of the larger construction businesses based in the South East Midlands:
Agetur (UK)
Briggs & Forrester
Buckingham Group
Excel Structures
Jeakins Weir
Kier
Kingerlee

Maypine Construction
MPB Structures
Mulberry Developments
Network Rail
Rectory Homes
RS Response
Ruddy Joinery

Schüco UK
SDC Builders
Stonbury
VolkerFitzpatrick
Watson & Cox
Winvic
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Prospects for the future
Current and predicted occupation types with shortages of applicants in the South East Midlands:






Scaffolders
Painters and decorators
Roofers
Building envelope specialist
Steel erectors/structural fabrication







Architects
Construction trade supervisors
Construction project managers
Glaziers
Wood trades and interior fit-out







Bricklayers
Surveyors
Plasterers
Plumbing/HVAC trades
Floorers

Find out more about what career opportunities and earning potential the construction sector can
provide at GoConstruct and Prospects.
The Construction Skills Network predicts that the construction sector will create and need people
for 158,000 new jobs by 2022 in the UK, the jobs most in demand being:
Non-construction professionals, technical, IT, other office-based staff
Wood-trades and interior fit out
Other construction process managers
Other construction professionals and technical staff
Labourers
Senior, executive & business process managers
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Opportunities for work in the South East Midlands will include:
 500,000 new homes planned in Oxford to Cambridge Arc
 Improvement of the East-West transport links between Oxford and Cambridge, both road and rail
 New college and university facilities
 New building and offices for businesses including Enterprise Zones
 High Speed Two (HS2) rail line
 Expansion of London-Luton Airport

How do I get there?
What skills do I need?
Qualifications on their own will not be sufficient to secure a job. Employers also look for:
 Core competencies - communication, confidence, initiative, planning and organisational, problem
solving, resilience, teamwork and basic IT literacy (spreadsheets, word processing)
 Attitudes and Behaviours - work ethic, curiosity, independence, reflective, honesty, reliability,
politeness and humility
 Basic skills - maths and English
 Key employability skills - those specific to a job, technical/practical skills and customer service
 Experience - gain some work experience whilst in education, this may include volunteering
Have a look at Life Skills to help prepare you for making the first step into a career.

How do I get there?
Pathways
There are many pathways into a career in construction including the traditional academic routes.

 Apprenticeships - a real job, a nationally recognised qualification with a mix of learning in the
workplace and formal training by a training provider, further education college or university. There
are a range of levels for apprenticeships from intermediate to degree. Find out more here. To
search for and become an apprentice, start here.
 Traineeship - Traineeships are designed help young people who want to get an apprenticeship or
job but don’t yet have appropriate skills or experience. More information can be found here.
 Vocational/Technical - Further Education
Barnfield College
Bedford College
Central Bedfordshire College
Milton Keynes College

Moulton College
Northampton College
Tresham College

 Higher Education
University of Bedfordshire
University of Northampton

The Open University

Useful websites and social media






GoConstruct Explore GoConstruct, use the online tools to find careers in construction
Shaping Your World – Kier An interactive site that allows you explore the construction industry
Prospects - Property and Construction Information on jobs, work experience and pathways
Youth Employment Careers in construction and pathways
Careers Helpline for Teenagers

