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Your sixth form
Your future
Your way

BE INSPIRED. BE BRILLIANT. BE YOU.

Welcome to Weavers Academy Sixth Form. We are delighted you are interested in our rapidly growing sixth form which 
celebrated a 67% increase in students joining us to continue their studies in 2021. We pride ourselves in being a welcoming, 
inclusive sixth form that reflects our values of “Striving for success, focusing on learning with pride”.
We offer a range of courses that cater to both the needs and ambitions of our students and this is reflected in the diversity of 
pathways we can offer them. This broad and balanced offer gives students the opportunity to tailor their curriculum to their 
future goals, enabling students to join us with differing entry requirements and areas of specialism for each pathway. 
The 16 to 19 study programmes is designed to provide students with a structured and challenging learning programme that 
supports their personal and academic development and progression so that students leave us ready to go out into the next 
exciting stage of their lives.
To meet the 16-19 Programme of Study, all students are expected to study a minimum of 3 A levels or other Level 3 
qualifications. Study programmes are designed to be full-time with a minimum of 540 planned hours per academic year. 
Please see below for the allocation of those planned academic hours.
Decisions about entry into the Sixth Form are never based solely on a student’s academic profile. Before offering a place, we 
also consider an individual’s contribution to school life, behavioural and attendance record, as well as the ability to benefit 
from two years of study with us.

External applicants to the Sixth Form are welcomed, in addition to meeting the academic requirements above, external 
applicants will be invited to interview by the Head of Sixth Form.

We are very proud of our growing sixth form community, and hope to see you in September 2022.

Kirstin McRae-Smith
Assistant Principal: Head of Sixth Form 

Welcome to Weavers
Dream it
Do it
Make it yours
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Set Your Sights High, We’ll Help You Reach Higher
There is no doubt, successfully completing Level 3 
qualifications will broaden your life chances and give you 
greater choices in the future.

Expectations
Joining Weavers Sixth Form brings great benefits, but in 
turn there are expectations about work and behaviour. 
These expectations are of regular attendance, following the 
dress code, participating in the full range of enrichment 
activities that we offer and contributing to the wider school 
community.   

We expect you to conduct yourselves sensibly and 
respectfully thus maintaining a relaxed and co-operative 
working relationship between staff and students.  

Greater Independence
Initially in Year 12 you will need to adjust to more 
independent private study and research. You are expected 
to organise your own time outside of school in order to 
complete reading and note-taking, as well as to meet 
assessment deadlines. A minimum of two hours per day 
should be set aside for homework and independent learning. 

Support and Guidance
Mrs McRae-Smith and the Sixth Form team, care for the well-
being of the students and monitor their academic progress.  
Weavers Academy has an excellent pastoral structure and 
the Sixth Form have the benefit of a designated academic 
mentor to support them in managing the demands of sixth 
form.

The sixth form follows an enrichment program developing 
study skills, and preparing for UCAS, higher apprenticeships 
or job applications. We also support you in acquiring skills 
for life; from cooking to finances, from exercise to wellbeing. 
At Weavers we believe that supporting you in non-academic 
areas is just as essential to set your sights high and to achieve 
that through academic and personal skills development. 

Progress and attendance are monitored regularly by subject 
teachers and procedures exist for supporting students who 
fall behind in either respect. This is a collaborative process 

designed to guide you and to secure your success. 

Students who fail to meet course expectations, apply 
themselves appropriately, or who behave in anti-social or 
inappropriate ways, may be asked to leave the Sixth Form. 
 
Assessment
In the Sixth Form there is regular monitoring and assessment 
of work through reports and trial exams. Parents will be 
informed about progress and invited to parents’ evenings.   

Parents are also encouraged to contact the school to arrange 
meetings with the Head of Sixth Form and the Pastoral Team 
at other times to discuss their child’s progress.  

Dress code
To prepare you further for the expectations of the world of 
work, we require you to dress according to our formal dress 
code. 

For male students, this consists of appropriate trousers or a 
suit, a tie, a conventional shirt and dark shoes. 
Female students should wear a blouse and skirt, or formal 
trousers. 

During Year 12 you are invited to apply to become leaders.  
Successful students will have certain privileges in exchange 
for the invaluable extra responsibilities and workload they 
take on in assisting the staff during lunch and break times as 
well as representing the school at other times.

Set your sights – greater independence
We have our brand new study centre which has all the 
facilities you need to support your studies.  This creates a 
calm university feel; this working environment encourages 
the independent study they need to embed in order to be 
successful.  This is supported by our new academic mentor 
who is there the guide the students through. 

Set Your Sights High,
We’ll Help You Reach 

Higher
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We Take Your Future Personally
At Weavers Academy we believe that an essential part of our 
Sixth Form provision is providing you with opportunities to 
extend and develop your skills beyond academic studies. 
In these increasingly competitive times, we want our 
students to stand out and so central to this is our Enrichment 
Programme.

Work Experience
We will encourage you to take up work experience 
opportunities to help support UCAS and future career 
choices – this is essential for students wishing to progress 
to university courses that require some prior experience, 
for example, teaching and law, but also to give all students 
relevant experience of the world of work.

Sixth Form Leadership Team
Our Student Leadership Team are an integral part of our Sixth 
Form and school community. They have chosen four key 
areas that they would like to focus on in 2021-2022

 ■ Supporting students with Special Educational Needs and 
awareness of diversity and mental wellbeing throughout 
the Academy.

 ■ Lead Sixth Form students on mentoring and tutoring in 
all year groups

 ■ Support the leadership of enhanced extracurricular 
opportunities, including social events

 ■ Drive the Sixth Form community across Year 12 and 13

Peer Reading
Peer reading offered by Sixth Formers has developed into a 
vital part of the provision at Weavers Academy. It is one of 
a number of opportunities for successful students to help 
others in the Lower School. Coordinated by members of the 
Year 13 leadership team, volunteers help develop literacy 
skills in Year 7 and 8, giving students the confidence and 
encouragement needed to thrive and progress.

Peer Mentoring
Academic and Peer mentors can provide advice that can 
reduce stress and provide confidence to younger students. 
Student mentors have themselves successfully completed 
compulsory education and they have an understanding of 
what younger students are experiencing. You can provide 
support and encouragement between peers.

Subject Support
Involves providing support to a particular subject area. You 
may support students who are struggling on a particular 
topic or who need help to focus, giving you a valuable 
experience but also improving younger students’ chances of 
success. 

Anti-Bullying Group
Bullying is not tolerated at Weavers Academy and students 
working as part of the Anti-Bullying Group understand that 
sometimes it’s difficult for some younger students to talk to 
adults about being bullied. Quite simply, you could make a 
vital difference to any student who is scared to speak out.

Duty Team
Members of the Duty Team help around the school site 
during break times, supporting students and the smooth 
running of the academy. As Sixth Formers you are the senior 
students in school and this duty reflects that. Sixth Formers 
who help during lunch time receive credits for use in the 
school canteen.

The EPQ
The Extended Project Qualification provides you with the 
opportunity to conduct in-depth research into a subject or 
topic of interest. This qualification is becoming increasingly 
valued by universities who are looking to recruit students 
with the ability to research independently. The EPQ prepares 
you for the demands of university work and in particular, 
their final year dissertation. The EPQ is worth AS equivalent 
UCAS points and our students have consistently achieved in 
the top 5% nationally in this qualification.

Financial Studies
Alongside your qualifications we offer the ability to study the 
Certificate in Financial studies (if you are not taking the full 
Diploma)  We have felt that it is important in today’s society 
for students to understand their own personal finances 
and how not to get into debt and how to manage their 
expectations in regards to expenditure.  It is a valuable course 
for all students.

We Take 
Your Future 

Personally
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Choose Your Path Leavers’ Destinations

GetMyFirstJob gives you the latest opportunities, 
information, advice and resources for everything after 
school or college. From work experience, entry-level 
roles and apprenticeships to gap years and university.

Register on www.getmyfirstjob.co.uk to find opportunities near you.

78%
30%

Of employers think 
work experience is 
essential.
Of young people
think work experience 
is essential.

68%
30%

Of young people plan to go to uni.

In six years only 30% of jobs will be 
graduate roles.

SCHOOL

LEVEL 1

CAREERS

FOLLOW THE POSSIBLE ROUTES 
TO YOUR DREAM CAREER

MASTERS LEVEL

DEGREE APPRENTICESHIP

LEVEL 3

LEVEL 2

GCSE / Level 2

A-LEVEL / BTEC

TO UNI
GAP YEAR

UNI DEGREE

POST GRAD
OPTIONS

GAP YEAR

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Our 2021 Year 13 Leavers have travelled throughout the UK for their next steps. The map below shows the diverse array of 
destinations, from the University of Central Lancashire up North, all the way down to BIMM Institute on the South Coast. 
Popular university choices in the Midlands include universities in Nottingham, Leicester and Northampton. All of our Year 13 
UCAS applicants in 2021 received a place in either their Firm or Insurance choice of university. We wish them well on their 
next steps.

English
Mathematics (with placement year)

Veterinary Nursing (with Placement)
Physical Education and Sport

Psychology with Cognitive Neuroscience
Sport Coaching and Physical Education

Aerospace Engineering with a Year in Industry
Business, Management and Economics (with a 

foundation year)
Actuarial Mathematics with a Year Abroad

Psychology
Geography

Specialist Sports Journalism
Sociology and Psychology

Fashion Marketing and Promotion
Modern Languages (Japanese and Korean)

Sport Rehabilitation and Conditioning
Law and Criminal Justice LLB

Illustration
Professional Policing

Chemistry with a Year’s Professional Placement
Mechanical Engineering (with placement year)

Mathematics and Accounting and Financial Management 
(with placement year)

Commercial Music
Business and Management

English
Psychology (with Integrated Year Studying Abroad)

Business and Marketing
Songwriting & Music Production

Mechanical Engineering
Sociology

Multimedia Sports Journalism
Sociology/Criminology

Psychology integrated Masters
Mathematics

Chemistry with a Year in Industry
Criminology

Psychology with Sociology
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Entry Into The Sixth Form

We have to be sure that you will be able to cope with the academic 
demands of Sixth Form study.  

In order to gain entry into our Sixth Form you will need a minimum 
of 5 GCSEs at grades 9-4 for the applied pathway, including grade 
4 in both English and maths. For individual subjects, a grade 6 will 
guarantee entry onto the majority of courses, however please see 
individual subjects for specific entry criteria.

Decisions about entry into the Sixth Form are never based solely on 
a student’s academic profile. Before offering a place, we also consider 
an individual’s contribution to school life, behavioural and attendance 
record, as well as the ability to benefit from two years of study with us.
External applicants to the Sixth Form are welcomed, in addition to the 
academic requirements above, external applicants will be invited to 
interview by the Head of Sixth Form.

Conditional offers are based on predicted grades; actual places are 
not confirmed until GCSE results are announced. This may mean 
that some courses become oversubscribed and if there are more 
applicants than places available then we will allocate places according 
to the oversubscription criteria below:

 ■ GCSE grades
 ■ Oversubscription on a course
 ■ Looked after children or other extenuating circumstances which 

we feel warrant special consideration (see application form).
 ■ Sibling link
 ■ Distance

Borderline cases will be looked at closely. In such cases the general 
level of academic achievement will be looked at, as well as an estimate 
of your potential and ability to cope with A-Level  and Level 3 courses. 

Weavers Academy is an equal opportunities Sixth Form.

Entry Into The Sixth Form
Your sixth form

Your future
Your way
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Pathways

I chose to do an EPQ because of the 
skills you can learn along the way 
as well as it helps to support my 
university applications.  It gives me 
the chance to develop research in an 
area of personal interest.

Assessment

All Projects must include a written report of 
between 1000 and 5000 words. The exact 
length of each written report will depend 
on the nature of the project, the subject 
area or topic chosen and the other evidence 
provided. A project which consists solely of 
written work should be approximately 5000 
words, for example a research report of an 
investigation, exploration of a hypothesis 
or an extended essay or academic report in 
appropriate form. Projects where the majority 
of the evidence is provided in other formats 
should include a report which is at least 1000 
words.

Exam Board: AQA & City and Guilds

Entry Requirements:
None

Course Outline

Universities have voiced specific concerns about new students 
starting courses with either limited academic independence 
or a lack of detailed knowledge and interest in their chosen 
subject; this is why many now welcome applicants who have 
completed the EPQ. 

The EPQ gives students the opportunity to explore a topic 
of interest in greater depth whether by writing an extended 
report or producing an artefact which can range from 
designing a website to completing a sculpture. Since its 
introduction, Weavers Academy students have enjoyed 
success at above national average year on year; as well as this 
students have placed great value in how well this qualification 
has prepared them not only for the demands of university 
study but also as an opportunity to study a topic of interest in 
greater depth. Whilst largely undertaken by Year 13 students, 
Year 12 students who have a particular interest are welcome 
to engage with the project during their first year. Further to 
this, the EPQ forms an integral part of the Academy’s Realising 
Opportunities Programme. Further details are available in the 
Widening Participation section of the prospectus.

Please speak to Mrs McRae-Smith for more information.

EPQ
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Pathways

Pathways

Applied 
Pathway

 ■ This pathway is designed for those students 
wishing to study level 3 who want a broad 
range of coursework based subjects so their 
future options are not narrowed.

 ■ 5 GCSE 9-4 or L2M or above; including English *

Specialist 
Pathway

 ■ This is an all options pathway, this pathway has 
subjects which are specific to many courses at 
university or for apprenticeships

 ■ You can choose any combination of subjects
 ■ 8 GCSE 9-5 including English and Maths 

Art Photography Textiles Sport Media Financial 
Studies

DramaBusiness Computer 
Science

Health & 
Social Care

Medical 
Science Music

Open Pathway

 ■ This pathway will be available for most students 
who want a broad range of subjects for their 
future options.  This pathway will give the 
options where a mixture Vocational and A level 
courses Maximum of 2 green options

 ■ 6 GCSE 9-4 including English and Maths 

Art Photography Textiles Sport Media Financial 
Studies

DramaBusiness Computer 
Science

Health & 
Social Care

Medical 
Science Music

HistorySociology Geography SpanishPsychology English 
Literature French

HistorySociology Geography SpanishPsychology English 
Literature French

Art Photography Textiles Sport Media Financial 
Studies

DramaBusiness Computer 
Science

Health & 
Social Care

Medical 
Science Music

Biology Chemistry

Physics Mathematics
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Since starting photography at 
Weavers I have had the opportunity 
to enter many competitions, being 
fortunate enough to win some and 
overall, enjoying the subject to its 
fullest.

I chose art because it allows me to 
express my thought and emotion in a 
creative way and there is no limit to what 
I can or can’t do. I can express myself 
freely and develop my knowledge, 
helping to have a wider perspective on 
the things that surround me.

Assessment

Students are required to complete: 
 ■ Component 1 60% Personal 

investigation. This is a practical 
investigation supported by written 
material.  Students develop work based 
on an idea, issue, concept or theme 
leading to a finished outcome or a series 
of related finished outcomes. 

 ■ Component 2 40% Externally Set 
Assignment. Students respond to a 
stimulus, provided by AQA, to produce 
work which provides evidence of their 
ability to work independently within 
specified time constraints.

Exam Board: OCR

Entry Requirements:
Grade 5 in Art and Design / Textiles / Photography

Course Outline

A level Photography builds on the knowledge and skills 
students have studied in Art, photography, textiles and media. 
This exciting course explores skills and understanding through 
a range of photographic media developing awareness of 
both historical and contemporary photographers relating to 
traditional and digital photography. 

Students will research and experiment with new techniques. 
They will develop areas of study including Portraiture, 
Moving image, Animation, Still life photography, Commercial 
photography and Landscape photography. 

Throughout this programme students gain experience and 
opportunities with other practitioners and universities, 
entering competitions and exhibitions. Students have 
continued their studies in gaming, further education 
photography, film and media and many more.

Please speak to Mr Hutchinson for more information.

Assessment

On this course, students are required to 
complete: 

 ■ Component 1 60% Personal 
investigation. This is a practical 
investigation supported by written 
material.  Students develop work based 
on an idea, issue, concept or theme 
leading to a finished outcome or a series 
of related finished outcomes. Practical 
elements should make connections 
with some aspect of contemporary or 
past practice of artist(s), designer(s), 
photographers or craftspeople and 
include written work of no less than 1000 
and no more than 3000 words which 
supports the practical work.

 ■ Component 2 40% Externally Set 
Assignment. Students respond to a 
stimulus, provided by AQA, to produce 
work which provides evidence of their 
ability to work independently within 
specified time constraints, developing a 
personal and meaningful response which 
addresses all the assessment objectives 
and leads to a finished outcome or a 
series of related finished outcomes.

Exam Board: AQA

Entry Requirements:
Grade 5 in Art and Design

Course Outline

A level Art, Craft and Design is for post 16 learners who are 
creative and practical learners who have already enjoyed and 
been successful in Art. This qualification extends and develops 
students practical abilities and contextual understanding of art 
and design. 

Students explore and experience a broad range of traditional 
and new media, processes and techniques appropriate to 
the chosen area of study in the field of art. Responses to this 
will be shown through practical and critical activities which 
demonstrate the students’ understanding of different styles, 
genres and traditions. 

This qualification supports the exciting creative pathway to 
progress to higher education or employment. Studying Art 
offers a wide range of employment opportunities to further 
pursue an artistic journey. This includes education, art therapy, 
working in hospitals. Previous students have continued 
their studies in fashion, illustration, Fine Art, Interior design, 
computer and digital art and many more.  

Please speak to Miss Berry for more information.

PhotographyArt, Craft & Design
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Sport is a great lesson that allows me 
to link together my other subjects 
such as psychology; I am part of the 
Sixth Form Leadership team and this 
lesson allows me to further develop 
as a leader.

In textiles you will develop your 
creativity and independent thought. The 
reason I chose to do textiles is because I 
enjoy doing more practical work such as 
designing my own clothing. It is good for 
students who have a passion for fashion 
and its different styles. 

Assessment

On this course, students are required to 
complete: 

 ■ Component 1 60% Personal 
investigation. This is a practical 
investigation supported by written 
material.  Students develop work based 
on an idea, issue, concept or theme 
leading to a finished outcome or a series 
of related finished outcomes. 

 ■ Component 2 40% Externally Set 
Assignment. Students respond to a 
stimulus, provided by AQA, to produce 
work which provides evidence of their 
ability to work independently within 
specified time constraints.

Exam Board: AQA

Entry Requirements:
Grade 5 in Art and Design/ Textiles

Course Outline

A level Art Textiles is for post 16 students who are creative 
and practical learners that have already enjoyed and been 
successful in Art, Textiles or Photography at GCSE. 

Students will enhance their creativity and skills through a 
variety of practical activities that explores a range of textile 
media, processes and techniques. Students will examine both 
traditional and contemporary media as well as investigating 
artists and designers in response to their practical work. 

Areas of study include Fashion textiles, Costume design, Digital 
design, Printed and dyed materials, Constructed textiles, 
Interior design. Previous students have continued their studies 
in theatre design, Contour fashion, interior design and many 
more.

Please speak to Mr Cullen-Downes for more information.

Assessment

The Foundation Diploma consists of seven 
units, two of which are externally assessed.

 ■ Unit 1 - Anatomy and Physiology
 ■ Unit 2- Fitness training and Programming 

for Health, Sport and Well-being
 ■ Unit 3 –Professional Development in the 

Sports Industry
 ■ Unit 4- Sports Leadership
 ■ Unit 5 – Application of Fitness Testing
 ■ Unit 6 – Sports Psychology
 ■ Unit 10 – Sports Event Organisation

Exam Board: Edexcel

Entry Requirements:
Merit or above at GCSE will guarantee entry

Course Outline

The Level 3 BTEC Sport course is equivalent in size to 1.5 A 
Levels and is for post-16 students who have already enjoyed  
and completed with success, the BTEC Level 2 course. 

The main purpose of the qualification is to provide learners 
with the knowledge, understanding and skills to support 
progress to higher education or employment in areas within 
the sports industry. Such as job roles in sport science, nutrition, 
sports coaching and development or sport psychology.  
The qualification covers the key topic areas of Anatomy 
and Physiology, Sports Leadership, Sports Psychology 
and application of fitness testing, as well as providing the 
opportunity to study sports leadership. 
Students study what makes a good leader, the different 
capacities of this role, and the leadership skills and techniques 
necessary when leading activities in different roles.

Please speak to Miss McCardie for more information.

SportTextiles
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I have chosen to study financial studies 
because it will allow me to better understand 
my own finances and better equip me for 
future life. it will allow me to take a career 
path into many different sectors such as 
banking , investment, and accounting. 
Financial studies will assist me in my personal 
life and academic career. 

Media is a great subject because it 
gives you the freedom to be creative 
as well as learn new interesting 
things. It’s a subject that really fits the 
developing modern world we live in.

Assessment

Digital Media is assessed through two written 
exam units:

Unit 1 Media products and audiences
Unit 2 Preproduction and planning

and 4 units of coursework. The coursework 
is tailored to fit the needs and plans of the 
students and allows a choice of medium such 
as Film, TV, Radio or Print.

Exam Board: OCR

Entry Requirements:
Level 2 Merit or above at iMedia

Course Outline

Our Level 3 Cambridge Technicals in Digital Media qualification 
is designed to help our students to achieve their potential and 
progress to the next stage of their lives, whether that’s Higher 
Education, an Apprenticeship or employment.
We have designed refreshing and exciting content that’s up to 
date, engaging, fit for purpose and suitable for the needs of 
our students.
An extensive range of units such as Media products and 
audiences, Pre-production and planning, Social media and 
globalisation, Advertising and building your own Media 
portfolio.

Please speak to Mr Chilver for more information.

Assessment

Financial Studies can be completed as an 
Certificate (equivalent to an AS) or as the full 
Diploma (equivalent to an A level).  There are 
2 multiple choice tests and 2 longer answer 
paper for each qualification. 

This is a modular course and each test builds 
to get a holistic grade.

Exam Board: LIBF

Entry Requirements:
Grade 4 English and Maths

Course Outline

Financial Studies can be completed as a Certificate (equivalent 
to AS) or as the full Diploma (equivalent to an A Level).   

This will support any student wanting to be able to understand 
and manage their own budgets when the leave Weavers as 
well as support managing a business budget and clients.

Unit 1&2 (Certificate) includes payment methods, banking, 
borrowing, budgets and forecasts, saving and investments to 
name but a few. Each with case studies to explore.

Unit 3&4 (Diploma only) an in depth looking into budgets and 
financings and how to manage a sustainable budget for the 
next 40 years.

Please speak to Mrs Sexsmith for more information.

Financial StudiesDigital Media



19 BE INSPIRED, BE BRILLIANT, BE YOU. www.weaversacademy.org.uk 20

I chose computer science because I 
believe it can lead me to many pathways 
when I leave sixth form, such as 
university or employment. The lessons 
are engaging and challenging and there 
is always a new skill I am developing.

Taking business has been one of the 
best academic decisions I’ve made, I 
thoroughly enjoy the ins and outs of the 
subject, the units we cover and I love 
how its so applicable to the real world. 
After all, everything is a business.

Assessment

A Level Computer Science is assessed 
through two written exams (each worth 
40%) and a Programming Project (worth 
20%). There is one re-sit opportunity for this 
subject.

Exam Board: OCR

Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 in Computer Science

Course Outline

Our A Level Computer Science qualification splits learning 
into three section: Computer Fundamentals, Programming 
Techniques and Logical Methods, and a Programming Project.
A natural progression from GCSE (9–1) Computer Science, 
it provides the perfect springboard for students looking at 
specialising in a computing-based career.
Within the course, students study a range of theory topics, 
which include the principles and understanding linked 
to programming, topics such as hardware and software, 
networks, systems development life cycles and implications of 
computer use.
It enables teachers to tailor the qualification to match the 
requirements of students and has an open source ethos 
allowing you to use any programming language that meets 
the needs of the course.

Through the creation of a programming project, students will 
have the opportunity to create a substantial piece of software 
using modern design methods and, guided by teachers, they 
will look to display their skills and talents

Please speak to Mrs Jethwa for more information.

Assessment

Business is assessed through two written 
exam units:

Unit 1 The business environment
Unit 2 Working in business

and 3 units of coursework:

Unit 4 Customer and communication
Unit 5 Marketing and market research
Unit 19 International business

Exam Board: OCR

Entry Requirements:
Level 2 Merit or above at Enterprise & Marketing

Course Outline

Our Level 3 Cambridge Technicals in Business qualification 
is designed to help our students to achieve their potential 
and progress to the next stage of their lives, whether that’s 
higher education, an apprenticeship or employment. We have 
designed refreshing and exciting content that is up to date, 
engaging, fit for purpose and suitable for the needs of our 
students. An extensive range of units such as the business 
environment, customers and communication, marketing and 
market research, and international business.

Please speak to Miss Hogben for more information.

Computer ScienceBusiness
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I chose health and social care because I was 
positive it was what assist in my future career 
path - and I was right! The lessons are so 
useful, and the teacher is very understanding 
and patient when it comes to supporting us 
with exams, coursework, and our future roles 
in Allied Healthcare. 

Assessment

There are four units of study
Unit 1 – Human Lifespan Development.  How 
do we grow and change from birth through 
to old age?; what factors affect how we 
develop; and ageing itself. (Exam)
Unit 5 – Individual Needs.  In this 
coursework unit, we study equality & 
diversity; communication; ethical dilemmas; 
personalisation; multi-disciplinary team 
working
Unit 2 – Working in HSC.  Skills needed for 
different care careers; which organisations 
support HSC delivery in the UK; learning 
disabilities; ill health; sensory disabilities.  
(Exam)
Unit 14 – Physiological Disorders.  Choose 
two disorders of the body, and research 
everything about it – what causes it; 
treatment options; care professionals; 
support given; care planning. (Coursework)

Exam Board: Edexcel

Entry Requirements:
Level 2 Merit or above in BTEC Tech Award Health & Social Care

Course Outline

If you are interested in people, wish to pursue a career in the 
care industry, or any future careers involving interacting with 
others, this might just be the course for you.  
Anyone who has studied health and social care at Level 2 
will already have a basic understanding of the topics we will 
consider.  We build on the skills you have learnt, preparing you 
for university study, apprenticeships or directly into the world 
of work.  
If you haven’t studied HSC before, it is not a barrier to entry 
into this one A level equivalent course.
You will be assessed by both coursework and examinations, so 
be prepared for hard but rewarding work throughout your two 
year programme of study. 

Please speak to Mrs Bird for more information.

Exam Board: Eduqas

Entry Requirements:
Grade 5 in Combined or Triple Science

Course Outline 

The Level 3 Applied Diploma in Medical Science is for post 
16 learners who have already enjoyed and been successful in 
science. The main purpose of the qualification is to provide 
learners with the knowledge, understanding and skills in key 
scientific principles to support progress to higher education 
or employment in areas of Medical Science, such as job roles 
in physiological sciences or clinical laboratory services. The 
qualification covers the key topic areas of health, physiology 
and disease, as well as providing the opportunity to study the 
areas of pharmacology, physiological measurement, clinical 
testing and medical research. 

Please see Mrs McRae-Smith for more information

Assessment

In order to achieve the Level 3 Applied 
Diploma in Medical Science learners are 
required to complete 6 units: 

 ■ Human health and disease 
 ■ Physiological measurement techniques 
 ■ Medical Science research methods 
 ■ Medicines and treatment of disease 
 ■ Clinical laboratory techniques 
 ■ Medical case study 

Eduqas Level 3 Applied Diploma in Medical 
Science is assessed using a combination of 
internal and external assessment.

I’ve always had an interest in medicine and 
the ability to help or even save lives. Many 
techniques and procedures learned on this 
course will help prepare me for my university 
course but also within civilian life, as you 
never know when you find yourself within an 
emergency situation.

Medical ScienceHealth & Social Care
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Drama is important because it can 
give you the skills to build confidence 
to perform and speak infront of an 
audience. This will help you if you have 
to do presentations or even public 
speaking competitions. 

I have always been a big fan of music and 
have grown up around it. I’ve been playing 
drums for 8 years but have only really 
developed as a musician when I joined 
Weavers. I choose this subject as I believe it 
will help me with my future career and also 
feel that Weavers has one of the best music 
departments in the county. 

Assessment

Component 1:
Devising - 40%

 ■ Devised performance 
 ■ Portfolio

 
Component 2:
Text in Performance - 20% 

 ■ Group performance 
 ■ Monologue or duologue 

 
Component 3:
Theatre Makers in Practice - 40% 
Written Exam;

 ■ Practical exploration and study of That 
Face, Polly Stenham. 

 ■ Practical exploration and interpretation 
of Dr Faustus, Christopher Marlowe, 
focusing on a theatre practitioner. 

 ■ Live Theatre Evaluation

Exam Board: Edexcel

Entry Requirements:
Grade 5 in GCSE Drama, Grade 5 in English Literature or English 
Language

Course Outline

A-Level Drama and Theatre is for creative post 16 learners 
who have been successful in drama and have a keen interest 
in theatre. The course combines theatre theory and practice, 
assessing engagement with play texts, devising, and practical 
skills as an actor or designer. 
 
Students will perform both devised and scripted 
performances, conduct research, and apply practitioner 
methods and styles to their practical work.   Students will also 
study and practically explore two key texts, one contemporary 
and one traditional, which form a final written exam along 
with a live theatre evaluation.
 
Throughout this programme students gain experience and 
opportunities through their work with other practitioners 
and theatre companies through practical workshops and live 
theatre visits.  
 
This course supports the development of transferable skills 
including; communication and confidence in public speaking, 
building rapport and developing positive relationships 
through teamwork, negotiation, and time management.  

Please speak to Miss Alexander for more information.

Assessment

On this course, students are required to 
complete enough units to add up to 90 
credits.  45 credits are covered by the core 
units of the chosen pathway and then the 
smaller optional units are at the choice of the 
learner.

All units are coursework based and there are 
no exams on this course.  

Exam Board: RSL

Entry Requirements:
6 or Merit grade and above in Music or Music Tech

Course Outline

The Level 3 Music course is for post 16 learners who have 
enjoyed their work in music or music technology. The main 
focus of the course is to provide learners with specialised 
skills, knowledge and understanding for their chosen interest 
and future education or career.  The units covered in this 
qualification are specific to you and your interests, and not 
dependant on what the rest of the class are doing.

Performance 
Pathway

Composition 
Pathway

Music 
Technology 
Pathway

Music 
Business 
Pathway

Core 
Units

Planning a career in music

Rehearsal and 
Performance

Composing 
Styles and 
Music 
Sequencing

Live Sound 
Recording 
and Sound 
Reinforcement

Music 
Promotion 
and Event 
Management

Example 
optional 
units

Lead 
Performer 

Session 
Musician 

Music 
Improvisation

Music 
arrangements 

Composing 
for film/TV 

Composing 
for Interactive 
Media

Music 
Sequencing 
and Production 
 
Radio/ Podcast 
Production 
 
Creating a 
Sample Library

Music 
marketing 
 
Music 
press and 
journalism 
 
Music event 
management

Please speak to Miss Reading for more information.

DramaMusic
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I chose geography because of the beneficial 
opportunities it provides for life after 
school. The skills gained during this course 
are highly valued by universities and 
employers as it demonstrates to them your 
communication and problem-solving skills, 
which can be applied in the real world.

One of the aspects I like about sociology is that 
we get to look at many different viewpoints 
on society and get to listen to other people’s 
perspectives during class discussions. Sociology 
has no limits and can lead you down many 
different pathways as it provides lots of skills and 
gives you a new way of thinking.

Assessment

Paper 1: Education with Theory and Methods

Paper 2:Topics in Sociology
Families and Households
The Media

Paper 3: Crime and Deviance with Theory and 
Methods

At A-level there are three exams, each 
accounting for one third of your A-level 
grade.  

Each exam lasts 2 hours and is worth 80 
marks. The exams consist of a mix of short 
answer and extended writing questions.

Assessment

The Geography A level is split into 3 
components:

Physical Geography.
Water and carbon cycles
Coastal systems and landscapes
Hazards
This is worth 40% of the A level.

Human geography
Global systems and global governance
Changing places
Population and the environment
This is worth 40% of the A level.

NEA: Independent investigation can be any 
area in the A level specification. This is worth 
20%

Exam Board: AQA

Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 in GCSE Geography and grade 5 in Maths

Course Outline

Geography will excite your minds, challenge perceptions and 
stimulate your investigative and analytical skills.
Building on knowledge from GCSE the A level focuses on our 
environment and the way that humans interact with it. From 
hazards to population geography will engage your thought 
process.
The NEA (coursework) is an extended investigation into a 
geographical topic of your choice. There are four days of 
compulsory fieldwork that have taken students to the coast 
and cities on previous occasions.
All of this will help you provide your students with the 
knowledge, skills and enthusiasm sought by higher education 
and employers.

Please speak to Mr Fowler for more information.

Exam Board: AQA

Entry Requirements:
Grade 5 English

Course Outline

Sociology offers you the engaging opportunity to gain 
knowledge and understanding of sociological thought 
and methods, as you study society and patterns of human 
relationships, including how and why these change over time.

There will be a focus on ‘looking beyond the obvious’ to 
explain why people make the choices they do.  In doing so, 
you will consider different explanations for peoples’ behaviour 
and learn how to evaluate these.  

Sociology provides a strong foundation for further study of 
a range of academic subjects at degree level, as what you 
learn can be applied to all aspects of society and it develops a 
variety of academic skills, especially thinking critically about 
the world. 

It has particular relevance for those careers which focus on 
developing an understanding of who we are and why we do 
the things we do, ranging from law, to social work, to teaching.

Please speak to Mr Waite for more information.

GeographySociology
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Psychology at Weavers has introduced me to 
so many new pathways in life, it has given me 
so many new skills that I can use in school, 
but also as I go and further my education 
in the future. Psychology is becoming even 
more relevant as we develop greater insight 
into what makes us human.

History has given me a bigger insight into 
the past and how we can change from our 
old ways to prevent making mistakes that 
caused previous disaster. History covers 
many interesting topics that have always 
piqued my interest.

Assessment

The History A level is split into 3 components:

Breadth study: Stuart Britain 1603 – 1702. This 
is worth 40% of the A level.

Depth study: Democracy and Nazism 
Germany 1918 – 1945. This is worth 40%.

NEA: Independent investigation can be 
any area of historical debate of students 
choosing. This is worth 20%

Exam Board: AQA

Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 in History GCSE or English

Course Outline

A-Level History is for hard working and curious post 16 
learners who have been successful in History and  have a keen 
interest in the past and the world around them. 

The A-level History course is designed to extend and enrich 
student’s ability to understand the significance of historical 
events, the role of individuals in history and the nature of 
change over time. History A level will help students to gain 
a deeper understanding of the past through political, social, 
economic and cultural perspectives. 

Please speak to Mr Reed for more information.

Assessment

Students complete a range of questions 
including: multiple choice, data 
interpretation, calculations, shorter written 
responses, extended written responses and 
essays. There is an essay component in each 
paper.

Paper 1: Introductory Topics in Psychology
Assessed in a written exam: 2 hours
96 marks in total33.3% of A-level
Paper 2: 
Psychology in Context
Written exam: 2 hours
96 marks in total33.3% of A-level.
Paper 3: Issues and Options in Psychology
Written exam: 2 hours
96 marks in total
33.3% of A-level

Exam Board: AQA

Entry Requirements:
Grade 5 in English, maths and science

Course Outline

Psychology as a subject aims to give students an 
understanding of human behaviour and how knowledge 
is gained. Over the two-year course, students will develop 
a broad knowledge and understanding of the core areas of 
psychology. In the first year, students will cover Cognitive 
and Developmental Psychology, Approaches in Psychology, 
Social Influence; as well as explanations for and treatments of 
psychopathology. Psychology research methods are studied 
in as a separate topic but also in conjunction with each topic 
area.In the second year of the course focuses further on the 
evaluation and analysis of theories and wider attempts to 
explain human behaviour. A selection of optional units are 
available and consequently, course delivery can be shaped by 
consensus of interest by the students. Psychology students at 
Weavers are currently studying Aggression, Relationships and 
Schizophrenia as their year 2 options.

Please speak to Mr Wallace for more information.

PsychologyHistory
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I chose A-level Spanish as I knew that it 
would equip me with the skills to navigate 
through our multicultural world.  It’s not 
just about learning the language, it’s finding 
out about a different culture and how that 
culture impacts on life and traditions to give 
a real flavour of the country.

I chose English literature to learn about 
a range of different books and ideas to 
broaden my understanding of the world.  
The historical aspects fascinated me to delve 
deeper into the literary world and to pursue 
my passion in reading materials from all 
walks of life.

Assessment

French/ Spanish A level splits in 3 exams:

Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing
How it’s assessed
 2 hours 30 minutes
50% of A-level
 
Paper 2: Writing
What’s assessed
One text and one film 
How it’s assessed
 2 hours
20% of A-level

Paper 3: Speaking
What’s assessed
Individual research project
One of four themes 
How it’s assessed
Oral exam: 21–23 minutes 
30% of A-level

Exam Board: AQA

Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 in GCSE French/ Spanish

Course Online

Choosing an A-level language will not disappoint you. 
This fascinating subject will provide you with skills and 
qualifications that are incredibly important tools to have, 
at the end will also open your world to a range of career 
possibilities while you have fun in the meantime.  
A-level languages build upon your existing knowledge 
gained at GCSE, with around four hours of lesson time a 
week dedicated to learning your language and independent 
study time, this is a fast-paced environment with noticeable 
improvements. The topics that you’ll cover are really varied so 
you not only greatly improve your language speaking ability, 
use of grammar, different tenses, and know more vocabulary 
- but you’ll also learn about culture, history, literature, society, 
the environment and lifestyle.

Please speak to Miss Fernandez for more information.

Assessment

40% Paper 1: Love Through the Ages
Students will be examined on their 
knowledge of Pre1900 poetry and The Great 
Gatsby along with Othello.

40% Paper 2: Texts in shared contexts
Students will engage with War prose, poetry 
and drama.

20% Non-Examined Unit (dissertation):  
Students will study a pre1900 set text and 
choose their second text to compare and 
critically evaluate.

Exam Board: AQA

Entry Requirements:
Grade 6 in English Literature and English Language

Course Outline

English Literature encourages students to explore the 
relationships that exist between texts and the contexts within 
which they are written, received and understood. Studying 
texts within a shared context enables students to connect 
them, drawing out patterns of similarity and difference using a 
variety of reading strategies and perspectives. 

During this course students will read widely and 
independently with set texts including a range of poetry, prose 
and drama, from Shakespeare to the present day.  Students 
will explore texts, their contexts and their critics in order to 
become critics themselves.

English Literature is a highly regarded A Level that can 
take students forward to almost any course of study. It is 
an essential choice for students considering an English 
degree but would be a good option for students considering 
Humanities subjects, languages or Law. It could lead onto 
many careers such as Law, Journalism, Teaching, Business 
Management and Publishing.

Please speak to Mrs Aziz for more information.

LanguagesEnglish Literature



31 BE INSPIRED, BE BRILLIANT, BE YOU. www.weaversacademy.org.uk 32

Chemistry is my favourite subject. The lessons 
at Weavers Academy are engaging, exciting and 
enjoyable and I know that I am making substantial 
progress in this subject, the teaching is fantastic! 
Regular assessments and teacher feedback help 
me to diagnose gaps in my knowledge and 
understanding, which allows me to improve and 
excel.

The extremely helpful and specialised 
teaching in A Level Biology, has enabled 
me to succeed in the subject and proceed 
to study forensic science at university. We 
develop not only transferable skills but an 
appreciation of how biology links to the 
world around us.

Assessment

Content is split into 6 modules:
 
Module 1 - Development of Practical Skills in 
Biology 
Module 2 - Foundations in Biology 
Module 3 - Exchange and Transport
Module 4 - Biodiversity, Evolution and Disease
Module 5 - Communications, Homeostasis 
and Energy
Module 6 - Genetics, Evolution and 
Ecosystems 

You will be assessed via 3 papers in Year 
13 as well as a Pass or Fail in the Practical 
Endorsement:

Paper 1: Biological Processes (37% )
Paper 2: Biological diversity (37%)
Paper 3: Unified biology (26%)

Exam Board: OCR

Entry Requirements:
Grade 77 in GCSE Combined Science or grade 7 in GCSE 
Biology coupled with at least a grade 6 in Mathematics

Course Outline

Biology is a fascinating subject, the study of which will see you 
learn about the natural world and all the living things within 
it. Gaining an A-level in this subject opens up a vast range of 
opportunities for both university degrees and career options, 
many of which can take you all around the world. Biologists 
use their knowledge in a variety to different ways such as to 
try to stop the spread of disease, track down natural resources, 
improve public health, animal care and conservation and work 
out the true impacts of things like pollution. Studying Biology 
helps students to develop their research, problem solving, 
organisation and analytical skills. There is a content-led 
approach to course delivery and the teaching of practical skills 
is fully integrated with the theoretical units. Biology A-Level is 
a well-respected qualification.

Please speak to Ms Khan for more information.

Assessment

Content is split into 6 modules: 

Module 1 - Development of Practical Skills in 
Chemistry 
Module 2 - Foundations in Chemistry 
Module 3 - The Periodic table and Energy 
Module 4 - Core Organic Chemistry Module 5 
- Physical Chemistry and Transition Elements 
Module 6 - Organic Chemistry and Analysis

You will be assessed via 3 papers in Year 
13 as well as a Pass or Fail in the Practical 
Endorsement:

Paper 1: Periodic table, elements and physical 
chemistry (37% )
Paper 2: Synthesis and analytical techniques 
(37%)
Paper 3: Unified chemistry (26%)

Exam Board: OCR

Entry Requirements:
Grade 77 in GCSE Combined Science or grade 7 in GCSE 
Chemistry coupled with at least a grade 6 in Mathematics

Course Outline

Chemistry plays a role in almost every action on earth, and 
in every object we touch. Chemical scientists are leading 
research on the world’s most pressing concerns, including 
challenges around human health, climate change, and 
energy. A-level Chemistry is an engaging course that requires 
learners to draw on their knowledge and understanding of 
fundamental Scientific concepts. The specification is relevant 
to real world experiences and there is a content-led approach 
to course delivery. Teaching of practical skills is integrated 
with the theoretical units. Chemistry A-Level is a highly valued 
qualification and a good grade in this subject demonstrates 
an ability to effectively apply scientific methodology in 
addition to mathematical, practical and problem-solving skills. 
Chemistry A-Level is essential for many higher education 
courses including Medicine, Chemical Engineering, Dentistry, 
Food Science, Materials Science, Pharmacology and Veterinary 
Science but is also an academic qualification favoured by 
Russell Group of Universities, satisfying the entry requirements 
for a range of unrelated degree courses.

Please speak to Mr Devaney for more information.

ChemistryBiology
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Choosing maths is one of the best post 16 
decisions I have made; its left me with so 
many future career paths and the subject 
demands me to always be working myself 
hard and pushes me to exceed limits I never 
thought I could.

Assessment

The course is split into 3 components:

 ■ Pure
 ■ Mechanics
 ■ Statistics

There are 3 exams taken in Year 13 to assess 
the content learned over the two years.

Paper 1 – Content from proof, algebra & 
functions, coordinate geometry, sequences 
& series, trigonometry, exponentials & 
logarithms, differentiation, integration, 
Numerical methods.
 
Paper 2 – Content from Paper 1 plus content 
from vectors, quantities and units in 
mechanics, kinematics, forces and Newton’s 
laws, moments. 

Paper 3 – Content from Paper 1 plus content 
from statistical sampling, data presentation 
and interpretation, probability, statistical 
distributions, statistical hypothesis testing.

Exam Board: Edexcel

Entry Requirements:
At least a Grade 7 in GCSE mathematics

Course Outline

A-level mathematics is for students who enjoy maths and want 
to extend their learning.  There are three different sections to 
the course: Pure, Statistics and Mechanics. The Pure element 
focuses on the key concepts of mathematics. It builds upon 
previous GCSE knowledge to introduce you to higher level 
maths, such as integration and differentiation. Some statistics 
has been seen in GCSE, but now we will introduce new 
concepts, such as hypothesis testing and regression, used 
in science, business and many other careers. The mechanics 
component explores the relationship between maths and 
physics. You will investigate the maths involved in balancing 
forces and measuring particle dynamics, amongst other topics.

A-level maths is a highly regarded A-level. Whilst it is 
challenging, you will obtain employability skills such as 
problem solving and abstract thinking, that are highly sought 
after and can lead to better career opportunities.

Please speak to Miss Robinson-Barr for more information.

Mathematics

I chose physics because it teaches you how things 
work and the logic behind it. It is my favourite 
subject for this reason, and it provides a good 
challenge. There is no better feeling than getting 
bogged down in a question and working at it for 
a long time and then getting the right answer. It 
is very difficult but in the same breath it is very 
rewarding.

Physics

Assessment

Content is split into 6 modules:

Module 1 - Development of Practcal Skills in 
Physics 
Module 2 - Foundatons of Physics 
Module 3 - Forces and Motion
Module 4 - Electrons, Waves and Photons
Module 5 - Newtonian World and 
Astrophysics
Module 6 - Particles and Medical Physics

You will be assessed via 3 papers in Year 
13 as well as a Pass or Fail in the Practical 
Endorsement:

Paper 1: Modelling physics (37% )
Paper 2: Exploring physics (37%)
Paper 3: Unified physics (26%)

Exam Board: OCR

Entry Requirements:
Grade 77 in GCSE Combined Science or grade 7 in GCSE 
Physics coupled with at least a grade 7 in Mathematics

Course Outline

The goal of physics is to understand how things work from 
first principles. Physics at A-Level builds on work students 
will have met at GCSE, but will introduce new concepts, ideas 
and techniques which are fundamental to understanding 
the world around us. Everything from the ultimate fate of 
the universe (astrophysics) to what happens on the smallest 
possible distance scales (quantum mechanics) is covered in 
the course. The techniques learned are applied to the real 
world throughout, including for X-Rays and PET scans work in 
hospitals and the dynamics of planets orbiting stars. Studying 
physics strengthens quantitative reasoning and problem 
solving skills that are valuable in areas beyond physics. 
Students who study physics or engineering physics are 
prepared to work on forefront ideas in science and technology, 
in academia, the government, or the private sector. Physics 
A-Level is a well-respected qualification. There is a content-led 
approach to course delivery and the teaching of practical skills 
is fully integrated with the theoretical units.

Please speak to Mrs Waugh for more information.





WEAVERS ACADEMY 
BRICKHILL ROAD 
WELLINGBOROUGH 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE  NN8 3JH 
T 01933 222830
E ENQUIRIES@WEAVERSACADEMY.ORG.UK 
WWW.WEAVERSACADEMY.ORG.UK


